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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Woodstock Businesses Support Local Charities through “Giving Trees”

Woodstock, Illinois: November 24, 2015 — In the spirit of the holiday season, retailers on the square in
downtown Woodstock have opened their stores in support of local charities by displaying “Giving
Trees.” The collaboration coincides with Giving Tuesday on December 1, 2015, a global day dedicated to
celebrating generosity.

Connie Citarelli, owner of Green Box Boutique, spearheaded this year’s charity drive as a way to honor
what she feels is the true meaning of the holiday season. “I hope that it will become an annual
tradition,” she said.

After contacting various local charities to measure their interest in participating, she then partnered
them with downtown retailers. The trees, or in some cases “displays,” offer patrons an opportunity to
support the charity by simply following the instructions related to the ornament chosen from the tree or
display.

Participating retailers and partnering charities include:

e Blues Inspired, 124 N. Benton Street — Helping Paws Animal Welfare Association

e Down 2 Earth, 107 E. Van Buren Street — Pits for Patriots

e Green Box Boutique, 100 Cass Street — Adult & Child Therapy Services

e Jaci’s Cookies, 124 Cass Street — Woodstock School District 200

e Material Things Artisan Market, 103 E. Van Buren Street — Free Guitars for Future Stars
e Pzazz Gifts, 120 N. Benton Street — Jail Brakers

e Read Between the Lynes, 111 E. Van Buren Street — District 200 Education Foundation
e The Thoughtfulness Shop, 104 Cass Street — Sheltered Village

e Trésors, 110 N. Benton Street — Woodstock Food Pantry

e Uptown Salon, 116 N. Benton Street — Helping Paws Animal Welfare Association

Since some charities prefer donations of cash or gift cards as opposed to packages, each store has
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established parameters with its partnering charity. Deadlines for donations vary between stores. Check
with local retailers for further details.
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Connie Citarelli, owner of Green Box Boutique, 100 Cass Street, Woodstock, has partnered with Adult &
Child Therapy Services, whose clients decorated ornaments using finger paint and ribbon to sell at the
store to raise funds to provide free services to those in need.
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Persons shopping at Down 2 Earth, 107 E. Van Buren Street, Woodstock, can support Pits for Patriots, an
organization that rescues pit bulls from shelters and trains them for work as service, therapy and skilled
companions for United States military veterans and first responders. Pictured left to right are: Jan
Petrella (volunteer), Pits for Patriots co-founder Kelly Yearwood (holding Kaisa), Stephanie Gray
(volunteer), Down 2 Earth owner Nina Huffman and Jason Neveu.
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At Material Things Artisan Market, 103 E. Van Buren Street, Woodstock, gift-givers may purchase a
musical item (donated by Dave’s Woodstock Music, 109 E. Van Buren Street, Woodstock) to help local
youth learn the responsibility of caring for an instrument while also experiencing the joy of music. All
items purchased from the tree will be donated to Free Guitars for Future Stars.
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