
MINUTES 
CITY OF WOODSTOCK 

CULTURAL AND SOCIAL AWARENESS COMMISSION 
April 4, 2016 

City Council Chambers 
 

A Regular Meeting of the City of Woodstock Cultural and Social Awareness Commission was 
called to order at 4:35PM PM by Chairperson Laura Crain on Monday, April 4, 2016 in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall.    
 
A roll call was taken.   
  
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: William Donato, John Hudson, Ivy Sagrado, and 
Chairperson Laura Crain.  Commissioner Jose Rivera arrived at 4:40PM.  
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Human Resources Director/Staff Liaison Deb Schober  
 
OTHERS PRESENT: City Clerk Cindy Smiley 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment forthcoming. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion by W. Donato, second by I. Sagrado, to approve the minutes of the January 4, 2016 
meeting of the Cultural and Social Awareness Commission as presented. 
 
Ayes:  W. Donato, J. Hudson, J. Rivera, I Sagrado, and Chairperson L. Crain.  Nays: none.  
Abstentions:  none.  Absentees:  none.  Motion carried. 
 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
Homelessness in Woodstock 
J. Hudson reported that Redeemer Lutheran Church is providing an overnight center at their 
facility on Wednesday nights followed by a daytime drop-in center on Thursday.  He noted that the 
new Wednesday daytime facility, known as the Old Firehouse Day Shelter, has now opened in the 
Old Fire Station and that it is open from 8:00AM to 6:00PM on Wednesdays.  He stated that 
service providers are also at this facility on Wednesdays providing opportunities for the homeless 
individuals to receive services.  He noted there are currently approximately 38 individuals availing 
themselves of the Wednesday and Thursday facilities. 
 
Mr. Hudson noted that there has been a strong response for volunteers, with the volunteers coming 
from across the City. 
 
Chairperson Crain reported that three individuals have found housing as a result of this program 
and another sought treatment for drug abuse and currently remains in treatment.  She stated this is 
amazing and is a result of the service providers coming to the facility and being available to the 
individuals on Wednesdays. 
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Ms. Crain noted that the information card previously discussed is also in process.  She reminded 
the Commissioners that this is a printed card that would be smaller and more condensed so that it 
could be carried in a pocket and would contain emergency phone numbers as well as additional 
information. 
 
Ms. Crain stated there are still discussions being held County-wide concerning the establishment 
of a year-round facility and that there is a possibility that the Old Firehouse facility will remain 
open beyond mid-May. 
 
D. Schober reported that the City has been offered an “Urgent Need” CDGB grant in the amount 
of $65,000 to assist with remodeling and expanded services at the Old Firehouse Day Shelter.  She 
reported that staff will meet with the County and shelter team members on April 15th to determine 
how these additional funds will be utilized.  
 
New Americans Initiative 
L. Crain reported she met an attorney who has organized this program in the past and learned there 
is a group out of Chicago who offers these programs on a regular basis.  She stated she is 
attempting to contact them and would like the Commission to attend one of their programs to see if 
the Commission wishes to duplicate that program here or if they would prefer to organize a group 
from Woodstock to participate in one of the Chicago group’s programs.  Ms. Crain stated when 
she receives further information, she will forward it to Ms. Schober for distribution to the other 
Commission members. 
 
QPR Training for Community 
Chairperson Crain reported that the QPR organizers would like the Commission to move forward 
with providing training for the Community.  She stated she has spoken with Dave Zinnen and that 
this training could be provided through the Rec Department with information provided in the City 
Scene.  She also stated the training could also be provided through the Public Library.   
 
Following a brief discussion, it was the consensus of the Commission to explore providing the 
training through the Rec Department due to the exposure that would be provided through the City 
Scene.  Ms. Schober stated she will provide the deadline for the Fall City Scene to Ms. Crain.  Ms. 
Crain stated she will follow up with the QPR group who will coordinate this with the City.  She 
noted Woodstock will be the first City to provide this training to the Community.  A brief 
discussion followed about logistics, how this would work through the Rec Department, and how it 
would be marketed with Ms. Crain noting the QPR organizers would work with the Rec 
Department. 
 
In response to a question from W. Donato, D. Schober stated this training has not yet been 
provided to the Woodstock Police Department as new specific training has just come out for first 
responders which includes training to assist their peers.  She will offer this training to the Police 
Department and then to the Woodstock Fire Rescue District. 
 
In response to a question from D. Schober, Chairperson Crain stated she believes this training will 
be provided to D200 staff during their back-to-school staff training week.  She also noted that the 
QPR organizers are working with WHS and WNHS students to redesign the student component to 
make it more interactive and attractive to students. 
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Sister City Program 
Jose Rivera stated due to emergencies in Zacatecas, the visits from Mayor Carlos Pena have been 
delayed.  He stated he is working with people from Mayor Pena’s office to reschedule the visit and 
hopes to hear back from them within the next two weeks.  Mr. Rivera also stated he is working 
with District 200 and Rockford College to organize a trip to Zacatecas and a teacher exchange. 
 
OTHER DISCUSSION ITEMS 
Chairperson Crain stated in recent discussions with Mayor Sager, he requested that the 
Commission discuss other areas in the community that they may address and work on now that 
the Homeless and Bagless projects are proceeding.  She suggested, for example, working on 
substance abuse issues now that the Pioneer Center is eliminating mental health services.  Ms. 
Crain requested that this topic be placed on the next meeting’s agenda.  
 
D. Schober noted that at tomorrow evening’s City Council meeting, the Mayor will be presenting 
the Re-useable Bag Proclamation and hopes that many of the members of both the 
Environmental Commission and the Cultural and Social Awareness Commission will be in 
attendance.  Further, she reminded the Commission, the next joint meeting of the two 
Commissions will be held on Thursday evening at 6:00PM, with the agenda for that meeting 
having been developed with input from Mayor Sager who will be in attendance. 
 
ADJOURN 
Motion by W. Donato, second by I. Sagrado, to adjourn this meeting of the Cultural and Social 
Awareness Commission to the joint Cultural and Social Awareness Commission/Environmental 
Commission meeting on Thursday, April 7, 2016, at 6:00PM in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  
Ayes:  W. Donato, J. Hudson, J. Rivera, I. Sagrado, and Chairperson L. Crain.  Nays:  none.  
Abstentions:  none.  Absentees:  none.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 5:05PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Cindy Smiley 
City Clerk 


