
MINUTES 
CITY OF WOODSTOCK 

CULTURAL AND SOCIAL AWARENESS COMMISSION 
October 6, 2014 

 
The Regular Meeting of the Cultural and Social Awareness Commission of the City of 
Woodstock was called to order at  5:02PM on Monday, October 6, 2014, by Chairperson 
Laurie Crain in the Council Chambers at Woodstock City Hall, 121 West Calhoun, 
Woodstock, Illinois.  A roll call was taken by Chief Deputy Clerk Cindy Smiley. 
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Jose Rivera, Ivy Sagrado, John Hudson, and 
Chairperson Laura Crain.  
 
COMMISSION MEMBERS ABSENT: Alex Mitchell 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Human Resources Director Deborah Schober and Chief Deputy 
City Clerk Cindy Smiley. 
 
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 
It was noted that the previous schedule of meetings approved for 2015 was based upon 
Alex Mitchell’s schedule which has since changed.  Discussion followed of new meeting 
dates for 2015 with agreement that the Commission would meet at 5:30PM on the 
following dates: 
 
  January 5, 2015 
  April 6, 2015 
  July 6, 2015 
  October 5, 2015 
 
SISTER CITY 
J. Rivera reported on his recent trip to Zacatecas at which he met with the new mayors of 
Guadalupe and Zacatecas.  He noted that the Mayor of Zacatecas would like to visit 
Woodstock before the year is over and is in discussion with Mayor Sager concerning this. 
J. Rivera noted that the Governor would also like to visit.  Mr. Rivera also noted that he 
is working with the Mayors to bring teachers from Zacatecas to Woodstock to teach 
Spanish to some of our students but that there is a problem with certification.  
 
C. Smiley reported that the City Council will be considering naming Zacatecas as the 
second Sister City to Woodstock. 
 
L. Crain reported that there has been some suggestion of doing some cross over training 
for drug and alcohol training between the two cities.  J. Rivera suggested putting this on a 
future agenda for discussion.   
 
NEW AMERICANS’ INITIATIVE 
 



Noting that it was her intent to make contacts for this program, L. Crain noted that with 
her new job responsibilities she has not had time to work on this project.  Discussion 
followed of what the program entails and what the first steps would be to organizing it.  It 
was noted that this is a service to help people become citizens which includes a day-long 
session.  It was decided that a group of attorneys should be recruited who could answer 
questions at the event, plus translators for different languages who could interpret for the 
participants.  L. Crain noted that the State’s Attorney’s office assisted last time. L. Crain 
also noted that District 200 would be able to provide space to hold the session, as the 
space formerly used in the old fire station is now occupied.   
 
J. Rivera, J. Hudson, and I. Sagrado all agreed to facilitate this program with Ms. Sagrado 
acting as Chair and Mr. Rivera and Mr. Hudson as Vice-Chairs.  L. Crain indicated that 
she would help as able.  A target of April or May was chosen to hold the day-long 
session.  J. Rivera offered to contact Janelle Crowley to obtain information on the process 
and who participated in the past.  L. Crain stated that Senior Services has offered to 
provide translators in certain languages. 
 
SOCIAL/CULTURAL CALENDAR 
The Commission inquired about creating a social/cultural calendar on the City’s web 
page that residents and visitors could access to find out about such events.  C. Smiley 
explained that the City already had such a calendar and that organizers of such events 
should contact the Office of the City Manager about placing the event on the calendar.  
She further noted that not all events would be approved for placement on the calendar as 
the events must be public and also must benefit or bring people to Woodstock.  She 
noted, for example, and that event taking place in another community would not be 
placed on the City’s calendar. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
J. Hudson would like to contact businesses about sponsoring the Cultural and Social 
Awareness Commission.  L. Crain indicated that these funds could be used for printing 
the materials needed for the New Americans’ Initiative, for example, with recognition 
going to the businesses. After some discussion, it was agreed that the Mayor and City 
Attorney should be contacted for input and approval. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion by J. Hudson, second by I. Sagrado, to adjourn this Regular Meeting of the 
Cultural and Social Awareness Commission to the next Regular Meeting on Monday, 
January 5, 2015 at 5:30PM in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  Ayes:   J. Rivera, I. 
Sagrado, J. Hudson, and Chairperson L. Crain.  Nays:  none.  Abstentions:  none.  
Absentees: A. Mitchell.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 5:40PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Cindy Smiley 
Chief Deputy Clerk 


