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WOODSTOCK SEEKS APPLICANTS FOR 
OLD COURTHOUSE ADVISORY COMMISSION
 

Woodstock, IL October 13, 2015—Woodstock City Council is actively seeking qualified applicants interested in participating on the recently-approved Old Courthouse Advisory Commission.  Ideal candidates will be residents of McHenry County who are familiar with the Historic Woodstock Square, with the Old Courthouse & Sheriff’s House buildings and the redevelopment process to date, and who have prior experience with real estate, economic development, marketing, fundraising, urban planning, historic preservation, and/or community teambuilding.   
The Commission will include eight (8) members and a Chair appointed by Mayor Sager with City Council approval.  A minimum of five (5) selected members must reside within Woodstock city limits, while other applicants from throughout McHenry County may apply for the remaining Commission seats.  The Commission must meet at least quarterly, with the expectation and encouragement to meet monthly initially to establish a workplan and strategies for implementation.  
The duties of this Commission include:  informing and educating McHenry County citizens to establish greater awareness and participation in the historic preservation of the Old Courthouse & Sheriff’s House; creating a common vision for ownership and use of the buildings based on securing funds and identifying sustainable funding options; researching beneficial building tenants, negotiating and making recommendations to Council regarding lease arrangements; and, working to ensure the buildings remain an integral and contributory member of a thriving Woodstock Square Historic District.  All plans and recommendations must meet with review and approval of Woodstock City Council.
A Technical Assistance Panel (TAP) Report, completed last spring by Urban Land Institute, was used as the basis for the Commission’s enabling ordinance.  This document, as well as the City Planner’s Staff Report produced in response to many of its recommendations, is available for review on the City’s website www.woodstockil.gov under Your Government.  Advisory Commission applications may be obtained via email by contacting: twillcockson@woodstockil.gov or calling Terry at 815-338-4300 x11128, prior to the application deadline of Friday, November 6, 2015.
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