
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chapter One 
 
 

Introduction and Overview 
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ntroduction 
   

Woo
The City of Woodstock Comprehensive Plan 2002 began with “It has been said that 
dstock is a place that did not happen by accident.  As a planned city that was laid out 

in a perfect grid in 1844, a two acre Park-in-the-Square marks the heart of the City.”  This 
opening statement confirms that even as Woodstock was being planned and the first goals for the 
City were being established, the community leaders understood the importance of a well planned 
street system for the prosperity and success of the new community.  The development of the 
grid-street system in 1844 was the first Transportation Plan for the City of Woodstock.   

I 

 
The success of that planning effort is further documented in the  Comprehensive Plan 2002- 
“With the expansion of the Chicago, St. Paul and Fond du Lac Railroad tracks, the town quickly 
grew.   Local farmers could now transport their wheat, cheese and pickles to Chicago in a matter 
of hours instead of days.  Industries such as printing, manufacturing and the notable Woodstock 
Typewriter plant, chose Woodstock as their location in the late 19th century – creating the 
beginning of the diverse community that Woodstock is today. Woodstock is a true Midwestern 
city where community and quality of life are values that are revealed in every street and 
sidewalk.” 
 
Taken from the Prologue of the Woodstock Comprehensive Plan 2002, these statements illustrate 
the importance of transportation and transportation planning to the history of Woodstock.  The 
success and identity enjoyed by our community has been, in part, formed as a result of the 
transportation options and street networks available for local commerce and housing 
development. 
 
That need to properly plan for an efficient and broad-based transportation system is just as 
important today as it was in 1844.  The importance of a viable and efficient transportation system 
is now reflected in the Woodstock Vision 2020 Statement.  “Woodstock is a connected green 
community where every citizen enjoys the network of transportation options … bus service, 
trains, walking and bicycle paths … available to take anyone virtually anywhere in the City and 
environs.  Woodstock will aggressively work with IDOT and county, state and federal elected 
officials to re-design and improve Route 47 as an efficient transportation corridor.” 
 
As Woodstock grows, the transportation systems must also grow in order to preserve our quality 
of life and to allow the City to retain and attract commercial and industrial development.  At the 
same time, the transportation system needs to advance and evolve to incorporate new means of 
service.  Specifically, bicycle and pedestrian transportation may now be viable transportation 
options and should be more readily accommodated within the system.   The transportation 
system should also recognize the commuter rail service that links Woodstock to Chicago as a 
resource that many residents are able to utilize.  Rail service should be enhanced accordingly. 
Public transportation options should be promoted and offered for our residents.  The street and 
highway systems, both locally and regionally, should be expanded as the community and region 
grow.  The City must also look to ensure adequate parking facilities for all types of 
transportation modes, and for convenient parking downtown and for all commuter centers. 
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The accompanying Transportation Plan provides the framework and establishes goals for the 
City to continue to provide an efficient transportation system for all residents and to support the 
community. 
 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this Transportation Plan is to provide Woodstock elected officials with 
specific recommendations to meet and improve the community’s current and future 

transportation needs. 
 

 
The safe, efficient, and effective movement of people and goods in and through our metropolitan 
area is a principal expectation for the City of Woodstock.  As such, the Mayor and City Council 
have charged the Transportation Commission with developing a comprehensive plan to provide 
that function based on the community’s priorities and preferences.  The Transportation Plan will 
become a guide to aid future Transportation Commissions and the City Council in making 
informed decisions to meet the transportation needs for the community and its frequent visitors.  
 

ssumptions and Goals 
   

emerge
During the preparation and development of this Transportation Plan, certain principles 
d which helped define the goals and objectives articulated within each Chapter of this 

Plan.  These principles reflect  the expectations of the community and form the foundation of the 
final Plan.  They include: 

A 
 

Importance of Route 47 
While there are many different aspects that must be considered with the development of a sound 
Transportation Plan, the number one priority for the community is the reduction of congestion on 
Illinois Route 47 within the City of Woodstock.  
 
 

Need To Look Regionally 
The Commission recognizes that a city is not insular and, as such, Woodstock is viewed not only 
as a discreet geographical entity, but also as a part of existing county, regional, state, and federal 
networks of transportation. 
 
 

Efficiency 
Residents want their transportation systems to be productive and efficient in terms of what they 
value.  They want transportation systems that reduce travel time, reduce travel costs, increase 
comfort, provide a safe means of transportation, and that offer a variety of transportation choices 
and frequencies.  Transportation systems need to be user friendly and stress ‘ease of use’ to be 
efficient and successful.  
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Importance To Economic Development 
In order for Woodstock to continue to expand the commercial and industrial base of the 
community, the City must supply transportation systems that provide capacity on the same pace 
as economic development.  Mobility and efficient transportation systems further economic 
growth and prosperity while, conversely, congestion and limited transportation facilities dampen 
productivity and economic development.   
 
 

Link To Land Use 
Transportation planning and transportation policy can not be separated from the way that land is 
used.  The relationship among transportation systems, economic development, population 
growth, and the location of activities will determine the level of services provided by the overall 
transportation systems.  The Transportation Plan should advance the community development 
and land use goals articulated in the Woodstock Comprehensive Plan 2008. 
 
 

Balanced and Multifaceted 
A successful Transportation Plan for the City of Woodstock needs to be well balanced in terms 
of transportation options and facilities.  The Transportation Plan needs to consider varied modes 
and methods while at the same time balancing the economics of implementation, quality of life, 
ease of use, and preservation of the ‘small town feel’ that helps to identify Woodstock as a 
unique community. 
 
 

Aware of Environment 
The Woodstock Transportation Plan needs to minimize the potential adverse impact of future 
transportation systems and facilities on the environment and should promote alternate 
transportation options that will benefit the environment.   
 
 

Fiscal Responsibility and Reality 
The City of Woodstock does not have the financial resources to plan and complete all identified 
transportation improvements using only local funds.  It will be necessary to aggressively pursue 
additional financing options including public/private partnerships, public improvements to be 
constructed by specific development projects, grant funds, and state and federal assistance.  
Costs of construction and cost to provide transportation improvements will need to be weighed 
against the benefits received to ensure that the community is investing funds for the right 
transportation facilities with the right capacity at the right locations. 
 

enefits of Transportation Plan 
   

and va
The Woodstock Transportation Plan confirms the community’s opinion of the importance 
lue of an efficient transportation system that will allow the residents choices in mode of 

transportation.  This Plan will provide a guide for residents, community leaders, and elected 
officials to properly plan for changes to the transportation systems and to prioritize transportation 
improvements based on need as well as the benefits. 

B 
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The Plan is also a critical element to support the City’s efforts to obtain county and regional 
support for future transportation enhancements.  At the same time that Woodstock must plan for 
improvements at the local level, the City also needs to take the lead to promote transportation 
improvements at a regional level.   
 
The development of this Transportation Plan will provide the community with the following 
benefits: 
 

 An inventory of facilities and transportation choices; 
 
 Further the transportation and circulation goals and objectives established in the 

Woodstock Comprehensive Plan 2008; 
 

 Support the transportation objectives of the Woodstock Vision 2020 Statement; 
 

 Specific transportation goals based on needs and benefit to the community; 
 

 Recommend how to achieve those goals; 
 

 Identify and assess the feasibility and desirability of alternative transportation options to 
serve the community; 

 
 Establish an on-going process whereby the community, City Administration, and elected 

officials may continue to evaluate transportation improvements; 
 

 Define and establish short-term and long-term transportation improvements to enable 
Woodstock to build consensus, support, and enhanced coordination with county and state 
officials for those improvements; 

 
 Establish priorities for future improvements with recommendations for phasing and 

implementation; and 
 

 Aid in the decision making process to balance the need of different transportation types 
and customers against the City’s ability to provide maintenance and funding. 

 
nabling Ordinance 
  T

other d
he City Council created the Transportation Commission in September 2005.  Among 
uties, one of the responsibilities of the Commission is to “prepare and recommend to the 

City Council a transportation plan, looking to the present and future growth of the City.  Such 
plan should include and identify Illinois routes, alternative and regional arterials, railroads, 
railroad crossings and overpasses, municipal pathways with regional pathway connections, and 
public routes.” 

E 

 
A copy of the enabling Ordinance establishing the Transportation Commission and establishing 
the directive to prepare and recommend this Transportation Plan is attached as Exhibit One. 
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Chapter Two 
 

 
 

Coordination and Communication 
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ntroduction 
   

offic
To be effective as a sound planning and management tool that can be used by elected 
ials and the general public for an extended period of time, this Transportation Plan must be 

coordinated with other local and regional planning documents and planning objectives.  There is 
a direct relationship between community decisions about land use, zoning, economic 
development goals, and environmental standards with transportation systems and planning – just 
as decisions made regarding transportation systems will have a direct impact on land use, zoning, 
economic development goals, and environmental standards.  The development of an enduring 
and relevant Transportation Plan that is effective for many years must, therefore, consider other 
planning goals and objectives affecting the City of Woodstock. 

I 

 
This Chapter provides a summary of those specific goals and objectives established within other 
Woodstock and regional planning documents and are now incorporated into this  Transportation 
Plan. 
 

ision 2020 Statement 
   

“ A re
In 2006, the City Council adopted a vision statement for the City of Woodstock that states  
spect for its rich history, an expectation of excellence and a commitment to a specific 

quality of life, are what give Woodstock the vibrancy of a city and the comfort of a community.   
Balanced lifecycle housing and the comfort and safety of home create a lifelong opportunity for 
a peaceful sanctuary.   A robust commercial business sector affords attractive career 
employment and financial investment.   The downtown Square is a unique destination for a 
boutique shopping experience around a beautiful park with trees and plantings that reflect the 
seasons.   Cultural events at the Woodstock Opera House offer a wide array of entertainment 
and throughout the year, the streets around the Square come alive with horse and carriage rides, 
Victorian Christmas events, farmers markets, band concerts, festivals, art shows, and fairs.  
Woodstock is a magical respite where businesses, citizens, and government work together with 
boundless energy, pride, and vision to create and protect a community of excellence.” 

V 

 
The Vision 2020 Statement understands that transportation and the variety of transportation 
options required for our community are an essential part of the overall goal to make Woodstock a 
community of choice, now and in the future.  While there are many aspects to the Vision 2020 
Statement, transportation systems and facilities must be considered, and the following specific 
transportation goals and objectives have been included with the Vision Statement: 
 

√ In housing, health and safety, Woodstock will promote a ‘get fit’ community with 
walking and connected bicycle paths and sidewalks throughout the City.   

 
√ Woodstock is a connected green community where every citizen enjoys the network of 

transportation options … bus service, trains, walking and bicycling paths … available to 
take anyone virtually anywhere in the City and its environs. 

 
√ In accessibility and environmental sensitivity, Woodstock will aggressively work with 

IDOT and county, state, and federal elected officials to re-design and improve Route 47 
as an efficient transportation corridor. 
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√ Woodstock will provide an innovative street network with efficient connectors. 
 

√ Woodstock will provide train and bus schedules to serve all citizens with mobile 
transportation throughout the City and beyond. 

 
√ Woodstock will have walking and bicycling paths running throughout the City and 

connecting to regional systems that extend miles in multiple directions. 
 

The accompanying Transportation Plan incorporates these Vision 2020 Statement goals and 
provides recommendations for implementation.   
 

omprehensive Plan 2008 
   

both p
The purpose of Woodstock’s Comprehensive Plan is to provide a statement and guide for 
ublic and private decision makers regarding the future of the community.  The Plan 

attempts to:  (1) recognize existing problems, conditions, and resources which affect us; (2) 
guide the growth and development of Woodstock in a responsible and creative way consistent 
with the type of community that is desired; and (3) establish a long-range program which 
provides for consistent decisions even when the composition of the decision-making body 
changes. 

C 

 
The Woodstock Comprehensive Plan is organized around the fundamental elements of 
community development: natural resource protection, preservation of open landscapes, 
maintenance of community character, housing, parks, public facilities, economic resources, and 
circulation.   Each of these elements is linked to transportation systems and facilities to some 
extent and will be considered with this Transportation Plan, just as the goals and 
recommendations identified with this Transportation Plan will impact the future implementation 
of the Comprehensive Plan goals and objectives.   Therefore, coordination between these two 
planning documents is essential.  The following specific goals and implementation strategies 
have been identified in the Comprehensive Plan that directly relate to transportation and have 
been considered with the Transportation Plan. 
 
Chapter 3 - Natural Resources  
Implementation Strategies 

11. Promote land use patterns which discourage automobile dependency and provide 
multi-transportation options, including bicycle and pedestrian routes, carpooling, 
and enhanced public transit to improve air quality. 

 
Chapter 4 - Open Landscapes  
Implementation Strategies 

1. Promote the establishment of open landscapes at major approaches to the City, 
such as Routes 14, 47, and 120; Kishwaukee Valley Road; Dean Street; and Lake 
Avenue. 

2. Provide open landscapes within and between adjoining development areas and 
require the connection of open landscapes, where feasible, by pedestrian and 
bicycle trails. 

3. Establish trail connections to existing and proposed trail amenities both inside and 
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outside the City’s corporate limits and to existing natural and open space areas. 
8. Incorporate NIPC (CMAP) Regional Greenways and Trail Plan recommendations 

in order to connect Woodstock to the regional greenway system. 
 
Chapter 5 - Community Character
Implementation Strategies 

7. Require new residential development to be interconnected with existing 
residential development by providing pedestrian paths, street extensions, and 
adjoining open space and park areas. 

9. Support neighborhood-scaled streets with high level of connectivity and short 
blocks, and enhance the City’s current street network by establishing efficient 
street connectors. 

  
Chapter 6 – Housing 
Objectives 

1. Encourage scattered-site housing for people with special needs in locations that 
are convenient and within easy access to shopping, employment, and public 
transportation.   

2. Support higher residential density close to and within easy access of critical 
service areas and community resources, such as Library, schools, transportation 
nodes, shopping areas, and parks.   

 
Chapter 7 – Parks 
Objectives 

10. Extend bicycle and pedestrian trails to regional trail systems and networks. 
12. Develop a system of bicycle and pedestrian trails which link park and recreation 

sites with each other, residential neighborhoods, and regional trail networks, and 
other community facilities and resources, such as libraries, schools, downtown 
Woodstock.  

 
Chapter 8 - Public Infrasturcture 
Implementation Strategies 

Provide an interconnected network of streets to reduce traffic congestion  
and expedite the delivery of emergency services.  

 
Chapter 9 - Economic Resources
Implementation Strategies 

10. Encourage business/industrial parks and facilities and designed developments to 
provide shared access and frontage road improvements. 

 
Just as the ideas, recommendations, and concepts presented with the Comprehensive Plan have 
been utilized to form this Transportation Plan, the Transportation Plan will also be utilized and 
considered when revisions and updates of the Comprehensive Plan are considered.  The specific 
recommendations provided with this Transportation Plan should be conveyed to the Plan 
Commission for consideration in future decisions affecting land use and the quality of life for our 
community. 
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omprehensive Plan 2008, Chapter 10 Circulation 
   

preceding section, Chap
In addition to the transportation goals and implementation strategies identified in the 

ter 10 of that Plan is devoted specifically to ‘Circulation’ and, therefore, 
is the primary portion of the Comprehensive Plan that most directly relates to this Transportation 
Plan.  Chapter 10 of the Comprehensive Plan is included as Exhibit Two. 

C 

 
The stated goal of the Circulation portion of the Comprehensive Plan 2008 is: 
 

-   Maximize the efficiency, pleasure, methods, and safety of travel in and through the 
City, while minimizing the negative environmental impacts of travel.   
 

Chapter 10 of the Comprehensive Plan includes numerous ideas and recommendations for 
improving the overall transportation systems and facilities in Woodstock.  Those ideas, goals, 
and implementation strategies have been considered, expanded, and defined in this 
Transportation Plan. 
 

oodstock Park Master Plan 
  B

of safe an
oth the Comprehensive Plan 2008 and the Park Master Plan 2005 promote the benefits 
d convenient pedestrian access to and linkage of City park facilities.   Additionally, the 

Park Master Plan 2005 recommends that the City increase the amount of bicycle routes available 
for our residents as well as the importance of linking those local routes to regional trails. 

W 
 
Therefore, the transportation goals pertaining to pedestrian access to/from park facilities and 
bicycle routes as a recreational opportunity are to be coordinated with the Park Master Plan and 
the Park and Recreation Commission. 
 

oodstock Environmental Plan 
 O

Environm
ne of the tasks of the City’s Environmental Commission is to prepare a comprehensive 
ental Plan for the City of Woodstock.  That document was prepared on approximately 

the same schedule as this Transportation Plan.   Coordination will be required during 
development and after both plans have been completed.  

W 
 

cHenry County Transit Plan 
   

goals: 
M In 2005, McHenry County prepared and adopted  a Transit Plan that included three main 

- Overcome existing mobility barriers, 
- Connect to the regional transit network, and 
- Improve options for accessing jobs (within and outside the county) 

 
This McHenry County Transit Plan was used as reference information and as one component of 
a regional plan during the preparation of the Woodstock Transportation Plan.  The McHenry 
County Transit Plan has been provided to members of the Woodstock Transportation 
Commission for their use and information and may be obtained from the McHenry County 
Division of Transportation or view on their web site at www.co.mchenry.il.us
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DOT and Regional 
   

47, 
There are three highways within the City of Woodstock (Illinois Route 120, Illinois Route 
and US Route 14) under the jurisdiction and control of the Illinois Department of 

Transportation.  Each of these highways has been designated as a Strategic Regional Arterial 
(SRA) with an accompanying planning document for future development and improvement.   
The City of Woodstock supports the planning goals established with the SRA documents and 
will continue a cooperative effort with IDOT to implement future roadway improvement projects 
on these routes.   

I 

 
In addition to the SRA planning documents, the City of Woodstock is currently working jointly 
with McHenry County, Kane County, and IDOT to develop a regional planning document for the 
improvement of Illinois Route 47 for the entire two county area. 
 

oals and Objectives 
   

Transpo
The Transportation Plan will serve to promote an interaction between the public, 
rtation Commission, City Council, Woodstock Plan Commission, Woodstock 

Environmental Commission, McHenry County Council of Mayors, McHenry County, Illinois 
Department of Transportation, and state and federal elected officials.  As with any successful 
plan, this can not be a static document.  Recognizing that the conclusions and recommendations 
will evolve and change over time,  it is recommended that the Plan be reviewed and revised as 
needed, but not less than once every five years. 

G 

 
The Commission is responsible for direct communication and open discussion with various 
organizations and decision makers to further explain the conclusions and recommendations of 
the Plan.  The Commission strives to maintain two-way communication with all residents and 
interested parties and strongly encourages participation and involvement in future revisions to 
this Plan.  
 
 
 

WOODSTOCK TRANSPORTATION PLAN      - 11 - 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chapter Three 
 
 

  
 
 

Pedestrians and Sidewalks 
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ntroduction 
   

Woo
The earliest form of transportation was walking.  A pedestrian friendly atmosphere for 
dstock is important, and the City needs to continue to promote adequate pedestrian facilities 

and promote pedestrian travel as an alternative to vehicle travel. 

I 
 
Whether walking to school, work, shopping, recreational facilities, worship sites, or just for 
exercise, the safe movement of pedestrians is an essential aspect of the local transportation 
facilities.  Having adequate sidewalks for the young, elderly, disabled, and all others is an 
essential element of a comprehensive transportation plan.  Maintenance of existing sidewalks, 
construction of new sidewalks, and connectivity throughout the entire community all need to be 
focuses of this Transportation Plan.  Providing safe and convenient walking paths for students to 
educational facilities, eliminating sidewalks barriers and trip hazards, and being mindful of the 
special needs of the elderly and disabled all contribute to a total and positive “walking 
transportation” infrastructure. 
 
The importance of pedestrian facilities to the overall transportation network and to the quality of 
life for our community is stressed several times in the City’s Vision 2020 Statement as well as 
the Comprehensive Plan 2008. 
 

√ In housing, health and safety, Woodstock will promote a ‘get fit’ community with 
walking and connected bicycle paths and sidewalks throughout the City. 

 
√ Woodstock is a connected green community where every citizen enjoys the network of 

transportation options … bus service, trains, walking and bicycling paths … available to 
take anyone virtually anywhere in the City and its environs. 

 
√ Woodstock will have walking and bicycling paths running throughout the City and 

connecting to regional systems that extend miles in multiple directions. 
 

√ The City should include provisions in Woodstock’s land development regulations 
requiring connecting open landscapes by pedestrian and bicycling trails. 

 
√ The City should require new residential development to connect with existing residential 

development by providing pedestrian paths. 
 

√ The City should develop a system of bicycling and pedestrian trails which link park and 
recreational sites with each other, residential neighborhoods, other community facilities 
and resources such as libraries, schools, downtown Woodstock, and regional trail 
networks. 

 
√ The City should maximize the efficiency and choices of travel in and through the City 

whether by motor vehicle, public transportation, bicycle, foot, or wheelchair. The City 
should maximize the pleasure and safety of travel in the City whether by motor vehicle, 
public transportation, bicycle, foot, or wheelchair. 
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iscussion of Current Conditions and Programs 
   Much of Woodstock is currently served with sidewalks, and in general, all new 

development projects being constructed in Woodstock are required to install sidewalks on both 
sides of the right-of-way as part of the public improvements.  There are, however, several ‘gaps’ 
in the sidewalk network at scattered locations throughout the community that limit pedestrian 
activity and prevent pedestrians from enjoying the benefits of connected sidewalks.  The City 
encourages residents to support the construction of new sidewalks by offering to pay 75% of the 
cost of construction of new sidewalks. 

D 

 
Once installed, much of the responsibility for the maintenance and care of sidewalks rests with 
the adjoining property owner.  Property owners and residents are encouraged to clear sidewalks 
and to invest in the proper maintenance of walks, but the City does not mandate this 
responsibility.  To encourage responsible maintenance of the public sidewalks, the City provides 

a voluntary, annual cost sharing program (50/50) for 
sidewalk maintenance. The City does assume the 
responsibility to repair hazardous sidewalk conditions 
(which has been defined as a trip hazard of 2” or 
greater) and also has the responsibility for the 
maintenance and care of sidewalks adjacent to all 
public property and at all intersections.  
 
The City should continue to encourage residents to 
construct new sidewalks to fill in gaps of the current 
facilities by providing 75% of the cost for these 
locations.   The City should encourage residents to 
provide regular maintenance and replacement of 
sidewalks by continuing to share costs for sidewalk 
improvements at locations that are not defined as 
hazardous.   The City should continue to annually 
provide funds for the replacement of hazardous 
sidewalk conditions.  Finally, the City should provide 
funds to remove obstructions and obstacles at 

crosswalks to better ensure mobility and access of all users regardless of age or ability. 
 

dentification of Users and Typical Pedestrian Traffic 
   In order to establish meaningful and successful goals for sidewalk facilities for our 

community, it is important to know the various types of uses and user groups for these facilities.   
Each user has different needs for connectivity and for proper sidewalk facilities that will impact 
the goals and long-range objectives. 

I 
 
School children need continuous sidewalks connecting to educational facilities that are safe and 
inviting.  Sidewalks should be provided on both sides of a street in school zones to minimize 
street crossings and allow for pedestrian traffic to be focused at controlled school crossing 
locations.  Sidewalk access to/from park locations also should provide safe movement of 
children but from larger, less defined neighborhoods than school zones.  
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Sidewalks to retail centers and to public transportation links need to be direct and provide the 
shortest and quickest route for commuters and residents.  Pedestrian traffic for travel to/from a 
work site is difficult to define since there are few large, centralized work sites in Woodstock that 
accommodate foot traffic.  Sidewalks for recreation and exercise need to be connected to allow 
for long walks and need to be safe and inviting by providing a welcome and friendly view. 
 
Elderly residents and residents with physical disabilities have specific needs for sidewalk 
facilities that must be taken into consideration.   One of the goals and objectives of Woodstock is 
to ensure as best as possible that these users will have the same opportunities to use the sidewalk 
network and enjoy the benefits of a quality facility as all other residents.  This includes 
elimination of steps and grade barriers on public walks at crosswalks, providing regular 
maintenance of existing sidewalks to reduce the amount of trip hazards, provide sidewalks that 
are wide enough to allow easy access for wheelchairs, and provide sidewalks that are open and 
attractive so that the elderly and all users can feel safe when walking. 
 

mportance of Connectivity 
   

must
Certainly one of the most important and critical aspects of a successful pedestrian system 
 be connectivity.   Sidewalks must connect to similar facilities in the next block and must 

allow continuous access to specific destinations.  Much like streets and roads, a linked sidewalk 
network is integral for people to enjoy the benefits of our community and fulfill their 
transportation needs.  A sidewalk system that ‘starts and stops’ or that does not provide 
connection to important destinations (e.g. schools, parks, public facilities, retail centers, work 
sites, etc.) will be ineffective and will not meet the needs of the community. 

I 

 
Connectivity must be one of the important goals for the sidewalk component of the 
Transportation Plan.   The City should require all new development to construct sidewalks on 
both sides of the right-of-way and connect those new facilities to existing sidewalks within the 
community.  The City should continue to allocate sufficient funds to encourage residents to 
construct sidewalks where there are gaps within the existing community.  The City should 
establish sidewalks in the immediate area of schools and parks (within four blocks) as a priority 
and allocate sufficient funds to fill in all missing walks at these locations to provide better 
access.  
 

iscussion of School Pedestrian Access 
   

transpo
A substantial portion of the student population in Woodstock does not receive bus 
rtation and must get to/from school by walking or by car.  Transportation by car only 

creates traffic access problems at school sites, parking conflicts, and safety concerns.   The City 
wants to encourage students to walk to school by providing safe and convenient sidewalk access 
at all school locations.  In order for the sidewalk system to meet the needs of the students, it must 
be connected.  There needs to be continuous sidewalks from the student’s home to the school site 
that minimizes the number of street crossings.   Sidewalks on school routes need to be open and 
visible.   

D 
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The City and Woodstock District 200 need to 
work jointly to assess the needs of school 
children who walk to school and to identify 
efforts to promote more pedestrian traffic 
to/from schools.  The two governmental bodies 
are currently working cooperatively to prepare 
school access plans under the Safe Routes To 
School programs which will aid in this goal. 
 
The Transportation Plan has set a priority of a 
four block radius around school sites and also 
park locations for improvements to the sidewalk 
network.  These locations are depicted on 

Exhibit Three.  The City is encouraged to complete the construction of all missing sidewalks in 
these areas even where the adjoining resident is not willing to share in the cost of construction.  
The City should allocate sufficient funds on an annual basis to repair and correct all trip hazards.  
Where practical, shrubs and landscaping immediately adjacent to the sidewalks that might 
interfere with public view should be trimmed or removed for the safety of the school children.  
Residents in these specific areas should be encouraged to keep sidewalks clear of snow during 
the winter months.  The City should allocate sufficient funds to remove all pedestrian 
obstructions at crosswalks in these areas. 
 

pecial Requirements for Downtown Area 
   The Square and the downtown area of Woodstock are an essential part of Woodstock’s 

identity and serve as important focal points for the community.  The Square provides an 
enjoyable pedestrian environment for shopping, dining, community events, and leisure activities 
and is easily accessible by residents from the adjacent neighborhoods.  This safe and friendly 
pedestrian environment is part of the charm of Woodstock and is to be preserved and enhanced 
through the construction of landscape islands to promote pedestrian safety and comfort. 

S 

 
Sidewalk and pedestrian facilities in the downtown area need to reduce reliance on other modes 
of transportation by connecting to public transportation, provide easy and safe pedestrian access 
to parking lots outside of the square, allow for limited commercial activity on sidewalks, 
incorporate streetscape features to enhance the overall quality and appearance, and promote a 
pedestrian friendly environment.  As a result of these special requirements in the downtown area, 
sidewalks constructed with new development or redevelopment projects should include 
additional width.  
 
Where possible, sidewalk cafes and small landscape features by store fronts should be allowed 
on public sidewalks while still maintaining adequate space for easy pedestrian access.  The City 
should continue to allocate adequate funds annually for proper maintenance of all public 
sidewalks to ensure the safety of pedestrians.  Walkway links between streets and to/from 
parking lots should be enhanced to improve their appearance and to provide a better ‘pedestrian 
friendly’ environment.  The construction of landscape islands (i.e. bump-outs) and extra wide 
sidewalks in the downtown can improve pedestrian safety and also enhance the pedestrian 
walkways.  
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idewalks in New Developments 
   

the rig
All new development projects should be required to construct sidewalks on both sides of 
ht-of-way as part of the public improvements. Consideration must be given to how these 

new developments and new sidewalks will connect with the existing community and existing 
sidewalk network.  In general, that review of connectivity should extend out a minimum of four 
blocks from the new development project.  Sidewalk improvements with new developments 
should stimulate and reinforce connectivity to the existing community and to existing 
destinations.   Sidewalks and pedestrian facilities within new development sites that are closed 
loops and do not connect to existing sidewalk systems should be avoided. 

S 

 
Exceptions to the requirement to install sidewalks with new development should only be granted 
under special conditions that prevent that construction and then only with the approval of the 
City Council.  If a waiver is granted, the developer should be required to pay an amount equal to 
the cost of sidewalk construction to the City.  Those funds should then be used by the City to 
complete improvements to the existing sidewalk system beyond the City’s normal annual 
allocation of funds for sidewalk improvements. 
 

bstacles to Pedestrian Traffic 
   

residen
Despite the City’s best efforts to provide a network of sidewalks available to our 
ts, there are some significant obstacles to overcome.  Many of the older sections of the 

community include steps at crosswalks that were constructed early in the 1900’s that now create 
substantial barriers to the elderly and the disabled.  Even where sidewalks are provided 
continuously for several blocks at a time, these barriers can prevent proper access to crosswalks 
at intersections.   

O 

 
Woodstock is divided by the Union Pacific rail line which does limit pedestrian mobility from 
one half of the City to the other.  In addition, the volume of traffic, vehicle speed, and the width 
of the pavement on State highways (Illinois Route 120, Illinois Route 47, and US Route 14) 
present a substantial obstacle to safe pedestrian movements.   
 
To overcome these obstacles, the City should identify and construct safer pedestrian routes 
across railways and across the State highways.  This could include specific pedestrian crossing 
signals and walkways at major intersections, separate pedestrian crossing gates at rail crossings 
to improve safety, pedestrian islands on major highways to create safe refuge areas, and 
overpass/underpass facilities to allow pedestrian movement across major obstructions.  The City 
should specifically evaluate and incorporate pedestrian facilities that allow for safe pedestrian 
movement with all future major highway and intersection improvement projects. 
 

oals and Objectives 
 

√ The City should continue to allocate sufficient funds annually for a viable cost sharing 
program to encourage residents to provide proper maintenance of existing sidewalks. 

G 
 
√ The City should continue to allocate sufficient funds annually for a viable cost sharing 

program to encourage residents to construct new sidewalks to fill in missing gaps.  
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√ The City should continue to identify locations that meet the definition of a trip hazard and 

allocate sufficient funds annually for the repair of hazardous sidewalks. 
 

√ The City should allocate new funds specifically for the removal of steps and barriers at 
crosswalks.  The Commission recommends that an emphasis be placed on locations that 
are within four blocks of a school, park, or public facility. 

 
√ All new developments should be required to construct sidewalks on both sides of the 

right-of-way and connect those new sidewalk facilities to the existing community.   
 

√ The City, Community Unit School District 200, and private schools should work jointly 
to identify priority locations for school walking routes. 

 
√ Downtown sidewalk access and facilities should be properly maintained and improved 

with the addition of streetscape features and walkway connections to/from parking lots. 
 

√ The City should include provisions for pedestrian crossings with all future major roadway 
improvement projects.  The City should plan for the eventual construction of special 
pedestrian crossing facilities at high hazard locations including, but not limited to, 
overpasses and underpasses. 
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Chapter Four 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bike Routes and Bike Paths 
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ntroduction 
   

of a s
Proper planning and construction of facilities to serve bike riders is one essential component 
uccessful Transportation Plan.  The City needs to provide adequate and safe bike routes and 

facilities to promote the use of bicycles as an alternate means of transportation, as a form of 
recreation, for a safe leisure activity that contributes to the quality of life for our community, and 
to provide a means of transportation for individuals who can not drive.  Whether biking to 
school, work, park facilities, shopping, or just for fun, the safe use of streets and designated 
routes are essential aspects of the local transportation facility and network.  

I 

 
The importance of bicycle facilities to the overall transportation network and to the quality of life 
for our community is stressed several times in the City’s Vision 2020 Statement as well as the 
Comprehensive Plan 2008. 
 

√ In housing, health and safety, Woodstock will promote a ‘get fit’ community with 
walking and connected bicycle paths and sidewalks throughout the City. 

 
√ Woodstock is a connected green community where every citizen enjoys the network of 

transportation options … bus service, trains, walking and bicycling paths … available to 
take anyone virtually anywhere in the City and its environs. 

 
√ Woodstock will have walking and bicycling paths running throughout the City and 

connecting to regional systems that extend miles in multiple directions. 
 

√ The City should include provisions in Woodstock’s land development regulations 
requiring connecting open landscapes by pedestrian and bicycling trails. 

 
√ The City should develop a system of bicycling and pedestrian trails which link park and 

recreational sites with each other; residential neighborhoods; other community facilities 
and resources such as libraries, schools, and downtown Woodstock; and regional trail 
networks. 

 
√ The City should maximize the efficiency and choices of travel in and through the City 

whether by motor vehicle, public transportation, bicycle, foot, or wheelchair. The City 
should maximize the pleasure and safety of travel in the City whether by motor vehicle, 
public transportation, bicycle, foot, or wheelchair. 

 
ssessment of Current Conditions – Local and Regional 
   

Woods
Currently there are no trails or routes specifically dedicated to bike traffic in the City of 
tock.  The City does provide some locations where a bike lane has been identified and is 

properly signed within a street pavement (e.g. South Street), and bike traffic is allowed on a 
shared basis on existing paved paths in several locations throughout the City.   The City does 
provide bike racks for storage at most public facilities in Woodstock including the Library, 
downtown area, and park locations. 

A 
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Currently there are no regional trails that connect to Woodstock, and the current conditions do 
not meet the goals and objectives established with the City’s Comprehensive Plan or the Vision 
2020 Statement. 
 

escription, Purposes, and Uses of Bike Routes 
   

shared 
A bike route may consist of a separate path, designated and marked lanes in a roadway, or 
use of travel lanes on low volume/low speed residential streets.  On roadways without 

curbs, a firm shoulder separated from the travel lane should be provided.  When a bike path is 
provided as part of the shared roadway or on a shoulder adjacent to the travel lane, bicyclists are 
required to travel in the same direction as the vehicular traffic.  Bike paths, located separate from 
the travel way, can be used by two-way bike traffic and are also to be shared with pedestrian 
traffic.  Bike traffic is allowed on public sidewalks in Woodstock except in certain areas of the 
downtown.  

D 

 
Bicycle routes should be planned and constructed to reduce the dangers of riding a bicycle in or 
adjacent to high speed traffic and areas of traffic congestion by offering alternate routes.  
Locations where bike traffic will cross streets must be selected carefully to make use of traffic 
controls established for the vehicular traffic.  The safety of bicyclists is a priority when 
developing and constructing bike routes.  
 
To properly plan for the development and 
construction of connected bikeways in the future, it 
is important to understand and define who will 
utilize these facilities.   Different users and different 
groups of residents will have their own needs and 
expectations, and a successful plan needs to be  
tailored to those needs where possible.  The 
Commission has identified the following general 
user groups of a bike network.  
 

- Pre-driver youth as a means of 
transportation 

- Residents who are unable to drive 
- Power assisted wheelchairs and similar 
devices 

- Recreational users including bikes and roller 
bladers, exercise, and sports training 

- Users of non-motorized vehicles as an 
alternative to driving for fuel conservation and 
environmental considerations 

 
ike Route Links to Major Destinations      Just as a quality street network needs to provide convenient access to major destinations 

both within the community and regionally, the bike route network needs to provide safe and 
convenient access to/from major destinations within the community.  While it may not be 
practical to identify and construct a bike trail network that will provide direct access to every 

B
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location within the City, an effort should be made to identify certain key locations and 
destinations where bike travel could be a viable option.  To assist with the future preparation of a 
specific bike route program, the Commission has identified the following general locations and 
destinations where access via a designated bike route would be beneficial: 

 
- Schools (elementary, middle, high school, and community college) 
- Major work sites and employers 
- Recreational facilities and park sites 
- Library 
- Downtown area  
- Connections with public transportation (bus and rail) 
- Connections to regional bike routes 

 
erminal and Bike Route Amenities  
   

needs 
A successful program that promotes the use of bicycles as a viable alternative to vehicles 
to provide facilities to links with other forms of public transportation and to provide 

adequate storage facilities at key destinations for bicyclists.  The future planning and 
development of bike routes in Woodstock should include facilities for bike racks, bike storage 
areas, personal lockers, restrooms, and convenient food service areas or vending machines at key 
locations.  A description of these facilities and locations should be included with all published 
route information.   

T 

 
verview of Regional Plans and Connectivity to Regional Routes 
   

access. 
Any Woodstock bike route network must also provide connectivity to regional trails and 
  Currently a new regional bike route is proposed to be constructed along the US Route 

14 corridor between Woodstock and Crystal Lake.   The City should fully support that endeavor 
which would then provide the first link to a regional trail system for our residents.  The City 
should support and cooperate with the McHenry County Conservation District for the planning 
and construction of other regional bike trails that provide a link for Woodstock residents. 

O 

 
ecommendations for Future Developments 
   

with an
Future development projects should be evaluated for bike path and bike route locations 
 emphasis on access to key neighborhood locations within the development project 

(schools, parks, open space) as well as connectivity to existing neighborhoods.  Where practical, 
a bike route shall be provided in a separate right-of-way or easement along the perimeter of each 
new development where the development abuts other portions of the community.  Bike paths and 
bike routes constructed ‘internally’ in the new development may be located along rear lot lines or 
located as a designated lane adjacent to a paved travel lane on a low volume street. 

 R

 
Paved paths that are shared by both pedestrians and bicycles are acceptable.   
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oals and Objectives 
 

√ 
G 

This Transportation Plan identifies the importance and need for enhanced bike routes 
within Woodstock but does not provide a specific plan and preferred route locations.  The 
Woodstock Transportation Commission should discuss and prepare a master bike route 
plan following the adoption of this Transportation Plan.  The bike route plan shall include 
connection to identified destinations and linkage to regional systems. 

 
√ One component of the bike path and bike route program shall be education and 

enforcement to promote the safe use of bike route facilities including proper rules and 
expectations for riding of bikes, bike safety, and motorists’ awareness programs.   

 
√ In general, the preferred location of future bike routes and paths will be within a separate 

right-of-way or easement that is not shared with vehicle traffic.  If separate right-of-way 
is not feasible or practical, the next option would be to create a dedicated bike lane 
adjacent to a vehicle travel lane with proper signage and markings.  On low volume 
roadways or where a dedicated bike lane is not possible, shared roadway use may be 
considered. 

 
√ As a bike route system is developed, the City should provide adequate funds and 

resources to promote the facilities including identification and route signage, pavement 
and lane markings, pamphlets and maps for distribution, and path maintenance. 

 
√ Future planning and development of bike route facilities should address terminal 

amenities including (but not limited too) bike racks, bike storage, personal lockers, 
restrooms, and vending machines. 

 
√ Future new development projects in Woodstock should be required to construct bike 

paths around the perimeter of the development site that provide connection and access to 
adjoining development sites and neighborhoods.  Internal bike paths that are for access 
inside of a development site and for recreational use can be located along rear lot lines.   

 
√ The City should identify and apply for grant funds to promote expansion and 

improvement of bike routes in the community and support efforts of other government 
agencies for grant funds to expand regional routes.  

 
√ The City should include bike path facilities as part of all future capital improvement 

projects when any arterial road is paved or improved, as recommended with the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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Public Transportation 
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TA  
   

unit of 
The Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) was created in 1974 as a special purpose 
local government serving the counties of Cook, DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry, and Will.  

According to RTA, their mission has been to ensure financially sound, comprehensive, and 
coordinated public transportation for northeastern Illinois.  RTA is now the second largest public 
transportation system in North America based on passenger trips.  The system covers 7,200 route 
miles in the six county region and provides more than two million rides daily.  

 R

 
In 1983, the RTA Act was amended creating three service boards under the oversight of RTA 
(Chicago Transit Authority, Metra Commuter Rail, and Pace suburban bus service) to handle 
system operations and fare responsibilities.  RTA retained financial and budget operation of all 
service boards and for all regional planning issues.   
 

ace Fixed Route Service 
   

operat
Pace is the suburban bus division of the Regional Transportation Authority and began 
ing in the six county region in 1983.  Woodstock is one of 210 communities served by 

Pace with approximately 240 fixed routes at this time.   Currently there are two fixed bus routes 
serving Woodstock residents.  This provides direct access within McHenry County to Harvard, 
Crystal Lake, McHenry, Wonder Lake, McHenry County College, and the train stations in these 
communities.  By utilizing link connections to other fixed routes, residents have access to a 
much wider range of fixed bus routes throughout the entire six county region.  A map showing 
the two current fixed routes and the current bus schedule is included as Exhibit Four of this Plan. 

P 

 
urrent Woodstock Dial A Ride Service 
   

Ride b
In addition to the fixed route bus service, Woodstock residents have access to local Dial A 
us service.  This door to door service is available six days a week and provides service to 

all properties within the city limits.  At the time of the printing of this Plan, bus hours are 
provided from 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, with a shorter schedule on 
Saturday. Dispatching and bus operation is provided by a contract operator, and the City pays an 
annual fee to support the service. 

C 

 
This local transportation option is a valuable resource for our residents and does provide a 
convenient choice for residents who either can not drive or choose not to drive.   Service is 
provided to all age groups, but the local bus service has historically proven to be beneficial for 
seniors and passengers with disabilities. 
 

urrent Metra Service 
   

line.  C
Woodstock is served with Metra commuter rail service along the Northwest Union Pacific 
urrently there are eight stops at Woodstock for inbound travel to Chicago on weekdays 

and 10 stops at Woodstock for outbound travel from Chicago to Woodstock.  Less frequent 
service is also provided on Saturday, Sundays, and holidays.  Typical travel time on the 
commuter rail from Woodstock to Chicago is 1 hour and 35 minutes. This service is an important 
transportation option that not only provides convenient travel to/from Chicago and Woodstock 
but also to several communities in the northwest suburbs.  Public transportation links are readily 
available in Chicago, and also fixed route bus service is available at most train stations. 

C 
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rivate Transportation Options     A successful public transportation system does not rely only on the public sector to meet 

all transportation needs, but includes private sector facilities.  Currently there are a few private 
sector transportation options that offer alternatives to our residents.  This includes taxi service 
which is available in Woodstock, within the County, and also regionally (e.g. to/from airport).  A 
private company provides bus service to/from O’Hare Airport on a fixed schedule serving 
McHenry County.  Several limousine service companies are available to serve Woodstock 
residents.  Some not-for-profit agencies (e.g. Woodstock Senior Services and Veterans 
Assistance) provide transportation services for specific types of individuals and for specific 
needs. 

P

 
arking To Support Public Transportation 
   Safe and convenient parking, both for bikes and automobiles, is one important aspect of a 

successful public transportation program.  As discussed later in this report, both Metra and Pace 
now make some provisions for bikes to be carried onto their facilities.  For those cyclists who 
want to use a bike as a means to get to/from public transportation, the transportation hubs should 
also include bike parking and storage areas. 

 P

 
Although some residents may elect to use 
only public transportation as a means for 
intra-City travel, for example taking Dial 
A Ride to the train station to connect with 
Metra or a Pace fixed route, a more 
common practice is to drive to a public 
transportation hub.   As a result, adequate, 
safe, and convenient parking is required.  
In the City of Woodstock, that parking is 
currently provided without any charge 
near the train station which is also a 
connecting location for Pace fixed bus 
outes.   

ated as c

r
 

Currently there are four parking lots provided and maintained by the City 
that are design ommuter parking lots. 
 
Using information from an on-board passenger survey, the 2002 Transit 
Oriented Development Study completed for the City of Woodstock reported 
that 67% of the passengers using the train drove alone and parked in the 
public parking lots.  Only 2% carpooled during the survey period.  15% 
were dropped off and only 1% arrived by bike.   That survey information 
supports the need to plan for expanded parking facilities in conjunction with 
increased ridership on the train.  
 
The 2002 Transit Oriented Development Study completed for Woodstock predicts that future 
ridership at the Woodstock station could increase as the community grows.  Other factors 
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potentially increasing transit ridership include increased efforts to promote public transportation, 
better coordination with fixed bus service, relocation of the train maintenance yard, and an 
expanded schedule.   The report concludes that any increase in service level will require 
additional commuter parking.  
 

icycle Transfers To Public Transportation 
   

be tran
Both the Metra commuter train service and Pace fixed route bus service allow bicycles to 
sported on their facilities.  Metra does allow cyclists to bring standard bikes on board 

trains during weekday off-peak hours and on weekends.  On most trains, there is a limit of three 
bikes at any time, and cyclists will be accommodated on first come, first served basis.  Most Pace 
fixed routes now include bike racks on the buses to accommodate two bikes. 

B 

 
These provisions help to promote bicycles as a viable transportation alternative and make public 
transportation a convenient option for commuters and for recreational trips.   
 

pecial Public Transportation Needs:  Age, Low Income, and ADA 
   

ADA
Pace fixed route buses, Pace Dial A Ride buses, and Metra trains currently comply with 
 standards for accessibility.  In addition, Pace may provide alternate transportation to 

passengers with disabilities.  Currently Pace fixed routes, Pace Dial A Ride, and Metra offer 
discounted fares for senior citizens and for passengers with disabilities.  None of the public 
transportation options currently available for Woodstock residents include any reduced fares 
based on income. 

S 

 
onnectivity and Transportation Options for Public Transportation 
   

residen
The ability to move from one type of public transportation to another is important for any 
t who utilizes these transportation options.   The inability to conveniently link from one 

type of transportation, or one route to another, will deter individuals from using public 
transportation.  Currently Woodstock residents can use various forms of connected public 
transportation to access the entire region.  Dial A Ride service can provide a connection to both 
Pace fixed route service as well as Metra trains.  The two bus fixed routes that operate in 
Woodstock will link to other fixed routes in McHenry County.  Metra trains will carry 
passengers to several communities along the Union Pacific Northwest line which are then also 
served by Pace fixed routes within their community.  Finally, Metra train service will take 
passengers to Chicago where they can access the Chicago public transportation system. 

C 

 
The public transportation system currently serving Woodstock and linking our residents to the 
entire region is well connected.  While passengers do need to be aware of both transit arrival and 
departure times, utilization of bus and train travel is a good option.  The 2002 Transit Oriented 
Development Study completed for Woodstock did conclude that there is an opportunity to 
improve coordination of the two fixed bus routes with the train schedule to improve overall 
service to the passengers.  
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oals and Objectives 
 

√ Metra train service is a vital transportation option for the community.  The City should 
continue to support efforts by Metra to relocate certain train facilities to the westerly edge 
of Woodstock which would result in an improved schedule at the Woodstock station. 

G 

 
√ For the safety and convenience of passengers utilizing the Metra service, it is 

recommended that the City encourage and support the construction of a waiting area and 
expanded platform on the inbound side of the tracks at Woodstock. 

 
√ The City should continue to plan and locate convenient public parking near public 

transportation hubs and connection points.   As use of the commuter rail system and fixed 
route bus service increases, the demand for parking will also increase.  

 
√ The City should identify, prepare, and implement educational and promotional programs 

to encourage commuters to ride-share to public parking for commuter travel and public 
transportation.   The goal is to reduce the number of single-passenger motorists who 
arrive and park at public transportation links. 

 
√ The City’s support and funding of the local Pace Dial A Ride service should be continued 

for the benefit of the residents who have limited transportation options. 
 

√ Pace fixed route bus service provides a means to link Woodstock to other communities 
and destinations in McHenry County and regionally.   As a minimum, the City, along 
with Pace, should maintain existing service, monitor resident demand related to the fixed 
route locations, and expand that service when appropriate. 

 
√ The City should explore and evaluate the utilization of a trolley type public transportation 

option to link public parking areas with points of destination, both seasonally and as a 
limited fixed route configuration. 

 
√ The City should evaluate and promote the use of shuttle services during special 

community events to improve access to remote parking facilities. 
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Air Passenger Service and Transportation Options 
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ntroduction 
   

trans
As stated in Chapter One of this Plan, one of the goals of the City is to look regionally at 
portation systems and needs.  “The Commission recognizes that a City is not insular and, as 

such, Woodstock is viewed not only as a discreet geographical entity, but also as a part of 
existing county, regional, state, and federal networks of transportation.”  Certainly that need to 
look regionally is directly linked to air service that is available to our residents and local 
businesses. 

I 

 
ummary and Overview of Air Passenger Service 
   

Rockf
The City of Woodstock is served by commercial air passenger service at Chicago, 
ord, and Milwaukee.  These locations are serviced by numerous commercial carriers and a 

wide range of schedule options that provides convenient opportunities to our residents and 
businesses.   The choices in air passenger service provide a certain level of comfort and quality 
of life due to our geographic location.   Woodstock residents do have the ability to travel 
virtually anywhere in the world with relative ease. 

S 

 
ummary and Overview of County Airport Facilities 
   

reside
In addition to the services of the large regional and international airports, Woodstock 
nts and businesses also can enjoy the benefits of smaller facilities located within McHenry 

County.   These provide recreational opportunities for our residents as well as a limited amount 
of commercial traffic.  These facilities also provide a very valuable and important economic 
benefit to the community and county by serving local business needs more directly than the large 
scale regional facilities.  The benefits of these custom commercial operations, direct links to 
county businesses, air taxi services, and corporate transportation options improve the business 
climate for Woodstock and McHenry County and should be supported in the future. 

S 

 
The City should continue to support these smaller sized airport facilities in McHenry County, 
when suitably located, based on proper land planning decisions.   
 

ighway and Public Transportation Links to Air Service 
   

establis
Highway routes to/from Woodstock and the three major airports in the region are well 
hed and provide direct, if not always quick, access.  As our community population grows 

and as traffic congestion in the region increases, the City should look to promote ride sharing 
and/or public transportation as alternatives to single motorist’s travel to airports.  Public facilities 
that provide safe and convenient long term parking for ride sharing to/from airports should be 
considered in the future as a means to reduce traffic on highways.   

H 

 
Currently some public transportation options exist for travel to/from Woodstock and Chicago 
O’Hare airport but those options are not always recognized by our residents.  Additional 
information to educate the public about bus and train options to/from Chicago’s O’Hare Airport 
would be beneficial and could reduce some of the vehicular traffic.  When possible, the City 
should also work with regional public transportation officials to increase the availability of 
public transportation services in the future.   
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One private passenger bus service currently provides service to McHenry County, but no stops 
are located in Woodstock at this time.  This does provide yet another option for residents to 
travel to/from Chicago O’Hare and Chicago Midway Airports that is totally privately funded, 
and the City should help to educate our residents about this option.  In addition, the City should 
work with the private bus service to locate at least one stop in the City of Woodstock for use by 
our residents.   
 

oals and Objectives 
 G 

o Prepare and distribute information to help educate the public about current public 
transportation options available to travel to/from regional airports. 

 
o Work with regional planning officials to increase public transportation options 

(both bus and train) and roadway access to accommodate both passenger and 
freight services to link Woodstock and Chicago O’Hare, Rockford, Milwaukee, 
and Midway Airports. 

 
o Work with local private bus transportation service to locate a stop in Woodstock 

for service to/from Chicago airports.  
 

o Plan and construct local, long term parking lots that can be used to promote 
increased use of car-pooling and public transportation to/from regional airports. 

 
o Support location and expansion of small airport and/or heliport facilities in 

McHenry County based on proper land planning decisions. 
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Motor Vehicles 
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ntroduction 
   

comp
Recognizing that vehicle traffic demands have historically outpaced the City’s ability to 
lete roadway capacity expansion projects, prioritizing the use of available resources is 

important.  One of the critical functions of this Transportation Plan is to establish goals and 
objectives that will allow the City to prioritize the use of funds to maximize benefit.  The 
Plan must be organized to unify support among all relevant City, county, and state highway 
agencies. 

I 

 
To be successful, the City’s Transportation Plan must address funding for future highway 
improvement projects.  A strategy for current and future financial needs should be presented.  
The City should look to creative ways of funding necessary highway improvement projects 
and look to the county, state, and federal levels for assistance, as well as public-private 
partnerships. 
 
The objectives of a comprehensive motor vehicle plan should reflect those of the City’s 
comprehensive land plan.  Land development (when and how it occurs) will have a direct and 
immediate impact on motor vehicle travel in the City and regionally.  Major arterial routes 
and the locations for future highway facilities need to be identified through this planning 
process and those locations preserved as part of the land development review and approval 
process of the City.  
 

dentification of Current Highway Concerns and Improvements:  Route 47 
   

move
The single most important roadway in terms of traffic volume and the efficient 
ment of traffic within the City of Woodstock is Illinois Route 47.   While this roadway 

is under the control and jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of Transportation, the City 
realizes that intergovernmental cooperation and support from the local community, county, 
state, and federal agencies will be necessary to plan and implement both regional and local 
improvements to this highway.  Our residents rely on the use of Route 47 on a daily basis, 
and they look to the City to try and relieve the traffic problems that are expected to increase.  
While it is certainly correct that any improvements along Illinois Route 47 are the 
responsibility of the State of Illinois and not the City of Woodstock, any local support and 
initiative that can be provided could result in special consideration from the State of Illinois. 

I 

 
In 2006 the City prepared a comprehensive planning guide titled ‘Illinois Route 47 
Improvement Plan’ to identify needed roadway improvements.   That report was accepted 
and approved by the City Council on January 17, 2006 and now serves as a guide for the 
planning and development of more specific project improvements.   The 2006 Illinois Route 
47 Improvement Plan identifies 12 different segments and roadway improvement projects 
that are to be considered by the City.  These recommended improvements for Illinois Route 
47 are adopted by reference with this Transportation Plan and should remain as priority 
improvements and recommended standards for future development for the City and all future 
private development projects.  
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dentification of Current Highway Concerns and Improvements:  RR Bridge 
  O

cong
ne of the prominent projects identified as a necessity to achieve the goal of traffic 

estion on this state highway is the widening of the railroad bridge over Illinois Route 47 
between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road.  Without the reconstruction and widening of the 
railroad overpass structure, that segment of Illinois Route 47 can not be widened to add more 
capacity and would remain as a restriction of traffic flow no matter what other improvements 
were completed to the north and to the south.  In recognition of the importance of the 
widening of the railroad bridge and acknowledging that such a project would take several 
years for planning, design, and permitting, the City Council determined that work should 
begin immediately to move that project forward. 

I 

 
To respond to this need, the City prepared a report in 2007 titled ‘Illinois Route 47 Railroad 
Bridge Feasibility Study’ to identify options for the reconstruction, alternatives for land 
acquisition, definition of a scope of construction, and to prepare a preliminary estimate of 
costs.   That report was accepted and approved by the City Council on April 3, 2007 and now 
provides the City with the first formal planning document that defines the scope, need, and 
cost of this improvement.  The report identified a preferred method and location for the 
railroad bridge widening project and estimated that the total project cost would be 
approximately $16.3 million (not including land acquisition cost) in  2008 dollars.   
 
These recommended improvements for the reconstruction and widening of the railroad 
overpass across Illinois Route 47 are adopted by reference with this Transportation Plan and 
should remain as priority improvements. The City should continue with efforts to create 
support for this necessary roadway improvement project at the county, state, and federal 
levels. 
 

rterial Streets and Collector Streets 
   

the sam
As stated in the Woodstock Comprehensive Plan, “Not all streets in Woodstock serve 

e purpose and should not have the same design features.  The two primary 
considerations in the functional classification of streets is their level of access and the 
mobility they provide.  There is an inherent conflict between the need for a street to provide 
mobility while allowing for adequate access to adjoining land.   The degree of access control 
is a significant factor in defining functional classification.  Additionally, a street need not be 
at its optimum design to perform its classification functions, for example, a two-lane rural 
road can function as a primary arterial street.   Streets in Woodstock are classified as 
follows”: 

A 

 
Arterial Streets.   Arterial streets serve primary centers of activity in the City and are the 
highest traffic volume corridors.  They display intercity continuity and regional importance 
and provide reasonably continuous travel routes through the City.  Generally, arterial streets 
provide limited access to adjoining land uses.   They have the capacity to accommodate 
higher traffic volumes and are often under state or county jurisdiction.  Existing and future 
arterial streets within the planning area include all or a part of the following: 
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-   Calhoun Street   -   Charles Road    -   Collins Road 
-   Country Club Road  -   Dean Street   -   Eastwood Drive 
-   Franklinville Road  -   Hartland Road  -   Hughes Road 
-   Kishwaukee Valley Road -   Lake Avenue  -   Lucas Road  
-   McConnell Road  -   McHenry Avenue  -   N. Seminary Avenue 
-   Perkins Road   -   Raffel Road   -   South Street 
-   Washington Street 
 
Collector Streets.   Collector streets provide both access and traffic circulation among land 
uses.  Collector streets differ from arterial streets in that they usually penetrate residential 
neighborhoods, distributing trips from the arterial streets to their ultimate destination, and 
providing access to adjoining land uses.   Existing and future collector streets within the 
planning area include all or portions of the following streets: 
 
-   Banford Road   -   Davis Road   -   Doty Road 
-   Gee Road   -   East Judd Street  -   Hercules Road 
-   Kimball Avenue  -   Lamb Road   -   Lily Pond Road  
-   Raycraft Road   -   Rose Farm Road  -   St. Johns Road  
-   Steig Road   -   Ware Road 
 
All remaining roads not listed here are considered ‘local’ streets. 
 

dentification of Current Highway Concerns and Improvements:  Local 
  I

deve
n February 2006, the Woodstock Transportation Commission and the City Council 
loped the following priorities for roadway projects to improve vehicular transportation 

and reduce traffic congestion: 

I 
 
5 – Year 
1.   Route 47 Railroad Overpass Widening:  Completion of feasibility study evaluating 
alternatives for widening of RR overpass, options for track locations, and establishing 
probable construction costs. 
3.   Intersection improvements and signalization at Route 47 and St. Johns Road. 
4.   Widening of Route 47 from Country Club Road to McConnell Road. 
5.   Intersection improvements and widening at Route 47 and Irving/Judd. 
 
10 – Year 
1.   Completion of widening of railroad overpass across Route 47 and widening of Route 47 
from Lake Avenue to McConnell Road. 
2.   Extension of Lake Shore Drive from US Route 14 to McConnell Road and signalization 
at Lake Shore Drive and US Route 14. 
3.   Widening and intersection improvements at Route 47 and Route 120. 
4.   Extension of Zimmerman Road from Country Club Road to Route 120, and widening and 
reconstruction of Zimmerman Road from Country Club Road to McConnell Road. 
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15 – Year 
1.   Intersection improvements and widening at Route 47 and Cobblestone Way. 
2.   Widening of Route 47 from Cobblestone Way to the south. 
3.   Intersection improvements and signalization at Route 47 and Greenwood Avenue. 
4.   Construction of a new street west of Route 47, from the intersection of Route 47 and 
McConnell to the intersection of South and Washburn. 
5.   Widening and reconstruction of Lamb Road from Route 120 to Charles Road, to serve as 
a westerly bypass. 
 

dentification of Current Highway Concerns and Improvements:  Regional 
   

well 
The City’s residents and business community must rely on regional highway systems, as 
as our local streets, to provide a safe, convenient, and efficient means of transportation. 

Major arterial routes require extensive amounts of money as well as a considerable 
investment of time during the planning process to provide the level of service needed.  As a 
result, the City must remain active and vocal in requesting new regional highway 
improvements as well as supporting planned, regional improvements in order to achieve 
public support and develop consensus for priorities. 

I 

 
Important regional improvements that will benefit and impact Woodstock’s motorists include 
the construction of a full interchange at Illinois Route 47 and Interstate 90 and proposed 
capacity improvements on Illinois Route 47 from Woodstock to Huntley.  In addition, the 
City of Woodstock is currently participating with McHenry County and Kane County for the 
development of a long range roadway and land use planning document for the Illinois Route 
47 corridor within the two county region.  These efforts support the City’s goal that Route 47 
improvements need to be a priority and are supported by this Transportation Plan. 
 
At the same time that efforts are continuing to provide capacity improvements along Illinois 
Route 47, the City will continue to support the planning goals to create a ‘westerly bypass’ 
for Route 47 traffic that would also link with Illinois Route 120 north of Woodstock.  To 
have a successful plan to address motor vehicle traffic in the future, the City should not rely 
on Illinois Route 47 as the only significant north-south route for our community.  At the 
same time, the City needs to consider the importance of the east-west state route for our 
community.  The Illinois Department of Transportation has proposed a new state route that 
would connect Illinois Route 47/Charles Road on the north side of Woodstock to US Route 
14 along the Lamb Road corridor.   
 
This is to be accomplished as part of the Route 120 SRA planning objectives which would 
include Charles Road from Illinois Route 47 to Greenwood as a state highway. Once 
constructed, this new state highway would create a means for regional north-south traffic to 
bypass Woodstock by using US Route 14 and the Lamb Road corridor and would also link 
Illinois Route 120 with Illinois Route 47 north of Woodstock.   This Transportation Plan 
recognizes both the benefits and the necessity of that new highway and supports that goal.   
All land development and future roadway projects identified within the Lamb Road corridor 
should be compatible with that plan, reserve necessary right-of-way, and create new roadway 
networks that support that plan.  
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dentification of Planning Objectives for Future Highway Improvements 
   

Woo
As stated in the City’s Comprehensive Plan, the network of streets and alleys in 
dstock’s planning area represent a major investment of public and private resources.  

The quality of the network, i.e. ease of travel, lack of congestion, and levels of maintenance 
are directly correlated to quality of life expectations.    Recognizing that land development 
will have a direct impact on the City’s street network and highway transportation, certain 
highway improvements should address these issues as new development occurs within the 
City.  The following future highway improvements have been identified in the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan and this Transportation Plan as beneficial improvements that should be 
completed by the developer of new land: 

I 

 
- Extend Hercules Road from Apple Creek Estates Subdivision to Illinois Route 47 and 
complete intersection improvements and signalization at Hercules and Route 47. 

 
- Extend Zimmerman Road from Country Club Road to the north, to create a new link 
to/from Illinois Route 120 with both Country Club Road and McConnell Road. 

 
- Align Hughes Road and Franklinville Road 
 
- Extend Ware Road to the west of Illinois Route 47 so that it will provide a connection to 
Lamb Road to improve local access and to provide alternate routes and connections to/from 
Illinois Route 47. 

 
- Extend Moraine Drive north to Kishwaukee Valley Road to provide an alternate access 
to/from Westwood subdivision, improve local traffic circulation, and to provide alternate 
access to/from local streets and US Route 14. 

 
- Extend Secor Road east to connect with Steig Road. 
 
- Reconstruction and realignment of the intersection of South/Steig/Davis for improved 
access and safety. 

 
onnectivity  
   

networ
A well planned and functional highway system needs to include an interconnected 
k of streets that perform differing functions and roles which collectively provide a safe 

and convenient transportation system for the community.  This overall system will include 
local streets, collector routes, arterials, and State highways.  To be effective, the highway 
system must be interconnected.  The City needs to balance the needs and desires of local 
neighborhoods to reduce traffic volumes on their streets with the community’s needs to move 
traffic as safely and effectively as practical. 

C 

 
New development and new subdivision projects should be reviewed by the City 
Administration to ensure that the internal access and roadway network is properly connected 
to the existing highway network.  Single access to/from a proposed subdivision or major 
development should be avoided.  Residents and motorists need to be provided with alternate 
routes to move from one area of the City to another.  Commercial and industrial development 
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projects should include shared access and cross access easements that will allow vehicles to 
move from one site to the adjoining property without the need to access the street network.   
 

ecommendations for Street Improvements for Future Developments 
   

increas
The development of currently vacant land and/or the redevelopment of land that 
es the number of vehicle trips will have an immediate impact on both the local and 

regional highway systems.   As a result, all major development projects that will increase 
residential dwelling units in Woodstock, or create new destinations that result in significant 
changes to traffic patterns and trip generators, should be required to complete a traffic 
demand analysis, prepared by a qualified traffic engineer, for the City’s approval.  

 R

 
The development projects should be required to complete off site highway improvements that 
may be directly impacted by the increased amount of vehicle traffic as well as construct all 
new roadway systems within the development to minimum standards established by the City.  
New development projects should be required to address motor vehicles on two different 
levels; impact of vehicular traffic on the immediate area as well as impact to the major 
arterial routes in the region.  The City will require the new development project to complete 
certain highway improvements that will increase vehicular traffic capacity or to contribute to 
improvements that are being performed by the City. 
 
New development projects along existing arterial routes and local collector streets should be 
designed to minimize the impact of the new traffic on existing traffic conditions.   This is to 
be accomplished so that the current level of service operation is not decreased.  In addition, 
new development projects will be required to include best design practices for roadway 
design to minimize the impact of increased motor vehicles.  These can include, but are not 
limited to, acceleration/deceleration lanes, shared access points for commercial sites, 
construction of frontage road access along major highways, and prohibition of residential 
driveway access on certain streets.   
 

oals and Objectives 
 

√ Aggressively work with county, state, and federal agencies to plan and complete the 
reconstruction and widening of the railroad overpass on Illinois Route 47 including the 
widening and reconstruction of Route 47 between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road. 

G 

 
√ Develop a strategy to provide current and future financing for priority roadway 

improvement projects including, but not limited to, state and federal funding, private 
development improvements, public and private partnerships, and innovative funding 
sources. 

 
√ Utilize the projects defined within this Transportation Plan and the recommendations for 

development standards to require new land development projects to complete necessary 
roadway improvements to offset increases in motor vehicle trips resulting from new 
development. 
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√ Plan, design, and complete widening and reconstruction of Route 47 from McConnell 
Road to Country Club Road. 

 
√ Plan, design, and complete intersection improvements and signalization at the 

intersection of St. Johns Road and Illinois Route 47. 
 

√ Support the improvements identified in the Illinois Route 47 Improvement Plan.  
 

√ Continue planning efforts with McHenry County and Kane County to develop roadway 
improvement and land use guidelines along the Route 47 corridor in the two county 
region. 

 
√ Continue to support efforts to fund and construct a westerly bypass proposed along the 

Lamb Road corridor linking US Route 14 and Illinois Route 47 north of Woodstock, and 
require the dedication of adequate right-of-way with new development projects. 

 
√ Utilize project list and priorities established within this Transportation Plan when 

preparing the City’s capital improvement program and roadway projects. 
 

√ Continue to look at opportunities to reduce the number of public at-grade railroad 
crossings. 
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Chapter Eight 
 

 
CONSTRUCTION AHEAD 

 
 

Implementing the Plan 

WOODSTOCK TRANSPORTATION PLAN      - 40 - 



 
ntroduction 
   

plann
Adoption of the Transportation Plan does not mark the end of the City’s comprehensive 
ing process related to transportation issues.   Rather, it should be viewed as the beginning 

of a concerted strategic and systematic effort to achieve the community’s vision for an efficient 
and effective transportation network.  This Transportation Plan identifies numerous goals, 
objectives, and implementation strategies.  Some of these goals and objectives will be initiated 
by the Transportation Commission upon the completion and adoption of the Transportation Plan, 
such as a detailed Bike Route Master Plan, and sidewalk related improvements. Many of the 
other goals and objectives and implementation strategies will be ongoing activities that will 
involve and require the full support of the entire community, the Transportation Commission, 
City administration, and the Mayor and City Council.   

I 

 
The purpose of this chapter is to identify and summarize a series of initiatives and planning goals 
the City can undertake to help achieve the community vision related to transportation.  
Achieving that vision requires the effort of all segments of the community.  The City government 
is only one part of this effort.  Other participants in the effort to achieve the transportation goals 
must include state and county officials, the business community, local developers, and 
Woodstock residents. 
 
The Transportation Plan is a dynamic document that will require periodic review and re-
assessment of projects, goals, and objectives based on changing conditions and subsequent 
revisions in community priorities.  Changes in transportation and commuting preferences by our 
residents may require revision of this Plan on a periodic basis.  In addition, the impact of future 
developments (in terms of their location and also increases in motor vehicle trips) may result in 
the need to review the Plan.  Over time, the assumptions and assessments of current conditions 
utilized in this Plan will need to be considered again and evaluated based on future expectations 
of the residents and the transportation systems’ user groups. 
 
However, the Plan should not be revised based on a single issue absent a review of the associated 
impact on the related goals and objectives of the Transportation Plan.  As described throughout 
this document, the various elements of a successful Transportation Plan (e.g. pedestrian access, 
bike routes, public transportation, air transportation, and motor vehicle traffic) are interrelated 
and co-dependent.  Future revisions to one element should also take into consideration the 
relationship and impact on other elements of the Transportation Plan. 
 
Although it is important that the Plan be revisited and reviewed on a regular basis, it is equally 
important that changes to the Plan’s goals and recommendations not be made too frequently.   
Transportation system improvements of all types require an expanded period of time for 
implementation and also require a significant investment of funds by Woodstock before the 
project can be completed.  Roadway improvement projects completed at the local level will 
typically require two to four years for completion, while roadway improvement projects 
involving a state highway take three to five years for completion.   Even a new bike path or an 
extensive amount of new sidewalk could require two years for completion.  
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In order for this Plan to successfully produce new transportation system improvements, it is 
essential that the priorities and recommendations not be changed too frequently to allow the time 
for detailed planning and engineering to be performed. 
 

tatement of Implementation of Plan 
   

of the
The accompanying Plan includes numerous specific recommendations and goals for each 
 identified transportation elements.  The City is encouraged to continue to work toward 

implementation of all the recommendations over time and to complete the recommended 
projects.  However, there is also a need to focus the City’s efforts and to prioritize the 
transportation recommendations. Following are the highest priority recommendations included 
within this Plan: 

S 

 
Route 47 Railroad Overpass Reconstruction 

One of the prominent projects identified as a necessity to achieving the goal of improving traffic 
flow on this state highway is the widening of the railroad bridge over Illinois Route 47 between 
Lake Avenue and McConnell Road.  Without the reconstruction and widening of the railroad 
overpass structure, the capacity of Illinois Route 47 can not improve substantially and would 
remain as a severe restriction of traffic flow regardless of what other improvements were 
completed to the north and to the south.  In recognition of the importance of the widening of the 
railroad bridge and also in recognition of the need to allow several years for planning, design, 
and permitting of that project, the City Council determined that work should begin immediately 
to move that project forward. 
 

∗ Aggressively work with county, state, and federal agencies to plan and complete the 
reconstruction and widening of the railroad overpass on Illinois Route 47 including the 
widening and reconstruction of Route 47 between Lake Avenue and McConnell Road. 

 
 

Route 47 Improvements 
 

∗ Plan, design, and complete widening and reconstruction of Route 47 from McConnell 
Road to Country Club Road. 

 
∗ Plan, design, and complete intersection improvements and signalization at the 
intersection of St. Johns Road and Illinois Route 47. 

 
∗ Support the improvements identified in the Illinois Route 47 Improvement Plan 
(prepared by Hampton, Lenzini & Renwick dated January 2006).  

 
∗ Continue planning efforts with McHenry County and Kane County to develop roadway 
improvements and land use guidelines along the Route 47 corridor in the two county region. 
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Maintenance and Improvements to Sidewalks 
Maintenance of existing sidewalks, construction of new sidewalks, and connectivity throughout 
the entire community all need to be a focus of this Transportation Plan.  Providing safe and 
convenient walking paths for students to educational facilities, eliminating sidewalk barriers and 
tripping hazards, and being mindful of the special needs of the elderly and disabled all contribute 
to a total and positive “walking transportation” infrastructure. 

 
∗ The City, Community Unit School District 200, and private schools should work jointly 
to identify priority locations for school pedestrian routes. 

 
∗ Downtown sidewalk access and facilities should be properly maintained and improved 
with the addition of streetscape features and walkway connections to/from parking lots. 

 
∗ The City should include provisions for pedestrian crossings with all future major roadway 
improvement projects.  The City should plan for the eventual construction of special 
pedestrian crossing facilities at high hazard locations including, but not limited to, 
overpasses and underpasses. 

 
Bike Route Plan 

 
∗ This Transportation Plan identifies the importance and need for enhanced bike routes 
within Woodstock but does not provide a specific plan and preferred route locations.  The 
Woodstock Transportation Commission shall discuss and prepare a master bike route plan 
following the adoption of this Transportation Plan.  The bike route plan shall include 
connection to identified destinations and linkage to regional systems. 

 
∗ One component of the bike path and bike route program is an education and enforcement 
component to promote the safe use of bike route facilities including proper rules and 
expectations for riding of bikes, bike safety, and motorists’ awareness programs.   

 
Support of Public Transportation 

∗ Metra train service is a vital transportation option for the community, and the City should 
continue to support efforts by Metra to relocate expanded train facilities to the westerly edge 
of Woodstock which would then result in an improved schedule at the Woodstock station. 

 
∗ The City should continue to plan and locate convenient public parking near public 
transportation hubs and connection points to provide adequate parking for motorists who 
want to link to public transportation.  As use of the commuter rail system and fixed route 
bus service increases, the demand for parking will also increase.  

 
∗ The City should identify, prepare, and implement educational and promotional programs 
to encourage commuters to ride-share to public parking for commuter travel and public 
transportation.   The goal is to reduce the number of motorists who arrive and park at public 
transportation links as a single passenger. 
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∗ The City’s support and funding of the local Pace Dial A Ride service should be continued 
for the benefit of the residents who have limited transportation options. 

 
∗ Pace fixed route bus service provides a means to link Woodstock to other communities 
and destinations in McHenry County and regionally and should be continued.   The City, 
along with Pace, should monitor resident demand related to the fixed route locations and 
network and expand that service when needed, appropriate, and financially feasible. 

 
Development Roadway Improvements 

The development of currently vacant land and/or the redevelopment of land that increases the 
number of vehicle trips will have an immediate impact on both the local and regional highway 
systems.    
 

∗ As a result, all major development projects that will increase residential dwelling units in 
Woodstock or create new destinations that result in significant changes to traffic patterns 
and trip generators should be required to complete a traffic demand analysis, prepared by a 
qualified traffic engineer, for the City’s approval.  

 
∗ The development projects should be required to complete off-site highway improvements 
that may be directly impacted by the increased amount of vehicle traffic as well as construct 
all new roadway systems within the development to minimum standards established by the 
City.   

 
∗ New development projects should be required to address motor vehicles on two different 
levels - impact of vehicular traffic on the immediate area as well as impact to the major 
arterial routes in the region.   

 
∗ The City should require new development to complete highway improvements which will 
address increased vehicular traffic demand or to contribute to improvements that are being 
performed by the City. 

 
∗ All new developments should be required to construct new sidewalks on both sides of the 
right-of-way and connect those new sidewalk facilities to the existing community. 

 
∗ Future new development projects in Woodstock should be required to construct bike 
paths around the perimeter of the development site that provide connection and access to 
adjoining development sites and neighborhoods.  Internal bike paths that are for access 
inside of a development site and for recreational use can be located along rear lot lines.   

 
∗ Utilize the projects defined within this Transportation Plan and the recommendations for 
development standards as found in City ordinances, codes, and policies to require new land 
development projects to complete necessary roadway improvements which will offset 
increases in motor vehicle trips resulting from new development. 
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ublic Input 
   

respon
As with any successful plan, this can not be a static document.  The Commission is 
sible to provide direct communication and open discussion with various organizations and 

decision makers to further explain the conclusions and recommendations of the Plan.  The 
Commission encourages input and involvement in this Plan with all residents and strives to 
maintain two-way communication that supports residents’ rights to share their thoughts and 
opinions.   

P 

 
Upon completion of the draft of this Transportation Plan, and prior to submittal to the City 
Council for final approval, the Commission will formally solicit comments and suggestions from 
the general public.   This will be achieved through various out-reach means such as information 
conveyed to the local news media, notices placed on the City’s web site, and public 
announcements, and the draft Plan will be made available to the public for review and comment.   
 

egular Review 
   

it shall 
Once the Transportation Plan has been reviewed and approved by the City of Woodstock, 
serve as a guide and blue print for the improvement of the City’s transportation facilities 

and elements.  However, the Plan can not be considered as a static document.  The goals of the 
City, the finances of the City, the needs of the motorists and commuters, and the preferences of 
Woodstock residents will change over time.  As other Boards and Commissions of the City 
evaluate or modify planning documents, the impact on transportation systems should be 
communicated to the Transportation Commission. Therefore, for this Plan to be as meaningful in 
the future as it is now, elements of the Plan may have to change.   

 R

 
However, the changes to the Plan and priorities should be made only after careful consideration.  
Many of the projects and improvements discussed with this Plan will require years of consistent 
planning, engineering, and financing to complete.  Frequent changes in priorities and 
expectations would result in the need to start over and will decrease the City’s ability to move 
forward on needed transportation improvements. 
 
In order to balance these two items — by allowing for a regular and periodic review of the goals 
and objectives of this Transportation Plan and allowing the City the time needed to implement 
the plan recommendations — the following formal review process is recommended: 
 

 
The Transportation Plan should be formally and publicly reviewed again no 
sooner than three years from the date of final approval but no later than five 
years following the date of final approval and at five year intervals as needed. 
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inancing 
   

also in
The discussion of transportation system improvements can not be complete unless the Plan 
cludes a discussion of financing of the planned improvements. In order to complete the 

goals, objectives, and projects included with this Plan, it will be necessary to increase funding for 
these improvements.  To be successful, the City’s Transportation Plan must look at funding for 
future highway improvement projects.  A strategy for current and future financial needs should 
be presented.  The City should look at creative ways of funding necessary highway improvement 
projects and look to the county, state, and federal levels for assistance as well as public-private 
partnerships. 

F 

 
Following is a brief description of the commonly used funding options that have been identified 
and could be considered for these improvements: 
 
General Corporate Revenues:  The City’s transportation systems and facilities are already 
heavily supported through the City’s General Corporate Fund.  Examples of this support include 
providing and maintaining the public parking facilities in the downtown area, construction and 
maintenance of sidewalks, construction and maintenance of bike and recreation paths, providing 
proper and safe school walking routes and cross walks, all street maintenance activities, and 
snow removal and street sweeping services.  The City’s General Fund revenues are also used to 
pay the local share to provide Dial-A-Ride bus service for our residents.  Finally, General Fund 
revenues are used as the primary source to pay for capital improvement costs for new roadway 
construction projects and projects to improve safety and capacity on the City’s local streets. 
 
Revenues within this fund are primarily derived from property tax, sales tax receipts, income tax 
revenues from the State, and other fees collected by the City.  The amount of the funds 
transferred from the General Fund for transportation systems operation and maintenance as well 
as capital costs is solely a financial and policy decision of the City.  However, these funds are 
also used to provide the bulk of the City’s basic services that are expected by our residents.  
There is no substantial increase in General Fund revenue anticipated in the near future, and 
therefore, there is no substantial amount of new money that can be anticipated.  The need to 
expand and renovate the transportation systems will compete with the needs of other City 
services, and it is not expected that a substantial amount of new revenue or funds will be 
available without the general support of the entire community. 
 
Motor Fuel Tax Revenues:  The City does receive a local share of the gas tax collected by the 
State of Illinois on an annual basis.  This revenue is used by the City to pay for the annual street 
maintenance and resurfacing program which provides necessary funds to complete the 
maintenance and repair that is needed for the proper management of our street inventory.  With 
approximately 122 centerline miles of streets under the City’s jurisdiction, all of those funds 
need to be preserved for the annual maintenance program and should not be allocated to capital 
construction projects. 
 
State and Federal Funds:  Although state and federal funding for transportation projects is very 
competitive and can not be relied upon as a consistent source of revenue, these funds are an 
important part of the City’s financial efforts to complete transportation improvement projects.   
The primary source of funds will be the use of federal STP funds that are allocated and 
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administered through the McHenry County Council of Mayors.  Under their current program, the 
maximum allocation for any single project is $1,000,000.   The City of Woodstock has been able 
to receive a commitment of $3,000,000 at this time to aid in local transportation projects with an 
additional $2,000,000 identified as future projects when funds become available.  The 
identification of projects and goals that have been included with this Plan will improve the City’s 
ability to utilize these funds in the future by following a formal and specific improvement plan. 
 
As other funding opportunities become available, the City should aggressively pursue grant 
funds and special transportation dollars based on  this Plan.  Examples could include funds for 
bike paths, improvements to sidewalks in school zones, traffic safety improvements, public 
transportation cooperative programs, and more. 
 
Annexation Fees:  New land annexed to the City and development projects that are proposed for 
construction will add traffic and result in additional transportation challenges and impacts.   As a 
result, the City should continue to look to the proposed development projects to provide financial 
support to improve the transportation systems.  In the past, the City has required the payment of 
a fee with new annexation projects to support future capital costs to improve Illinois Route 47.  
This fee system should be continued and evaluated for other impacts on transportation systems 
and elements. 
 
Bond Issues:  The City can issue general obligation bonds to finance large sized capital 
improvement projects with voter approval and, under specific limitations, without voter 
approval.  This financing could provide a source of funds that could finance several 
improvement projects at one time or be used over a period of years.  However, the repayment of 
the new bond debt needs to be included with other annual revenues of the City and has the effect 
of decreasing the amount of funds that can be allocated by the City on an annual basis toward 
transportation facilities and improvements. 
 
Private Construction:  Investments in the local roadway system, bike paths, and sidewalks by the 
private sector will be one of the most effective means to achieve many of the goals and 
objectives of this Plan.  New development projects will be reviewed to consider their impact on 
current transportation features and required to make improvements based on the 
recommendations of this Plan and the City’s development regulations.   Through this review and 
approval process, new developments will pay for the cost of roadway improvements, bike paths, 
and sidewalks without an investment of local tax dollars. 
 
Joint Ventures:  In those locations where a new development project may not be required to pay 
all costs of a public improvement, or where the impact on the current systems can not be clearly 
defined, the City has the ability to partner with the private developer to share costs or to share in 
the responsibility of completing an improvement.   This is normally achieved by requiring a cash 
payment for a portion of specific roadway improvements that can then be completed by the City.   
These partnerships can be beneficial to both parties and would allow the City to leverage our 
local dollars and complete more work. 
 
The following specific financial goals and recommendations have been identified throughout the 
Plan document and are summarized here as part of the recommendations for implementation: 
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√ Develop a strategy to provide current and future financing for priority roadway 

improvement projects including, but not limited to, state and federal funding, private 
development improvements, public and private partnerships, bond funding issued by the 
City, and innovative funding sources. 

 
√ The City should continue to allocate sufficient funds annually for the cost-sharing 

program to encourage residents to properly maintain existing sidewalks. 
 

√ The City should continue to allocate sufficient funds annually for the cost-sharing 
program to encourage residents to construct new sidewalks to fill in missing gaps. 

 
√ The City should continue to identify locations that meet the definition of a trip hazard and 

allocate sufficient funds annually for the repair of hazardous sidewalks. 
 

√ The City should allocate new funds specifically for the removal of steps and barriers at 
crosswalks. 

 
√ As a bike route system is developed, the City should provide funds and resources to 

promote the facilities including identification and route signage, pavement and lane 
markings, pamphlets and maps for distribution, and path maintenance. 

 
√ The City should identify and apply for grant funds to promote expansion and 

improvement of bike routes in the community and support efforts of other government 
agencies for grant funds to expand regional routes. 

 
√ The City should include bike path facilities as part of all future capital improvement 

projects when any arterial road is paved or improved as recommended with the City’s 
Comprehensive Plan. 

 
√ The City’s support and funding of the local Pace Dial A Ride service should be continued 

for the benefit of the residents who have limited transportation options. 
 

√ Utilize project list and priorities established within this Transportation Plan when 
preparing the City’s capital improvement program and roadway projects. 
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EXHIBIT ONE 
 

ENABLING ORDINANCE 
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EXHIBIT TWO 
 

WOODSTOCK COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
 

CHAPTER 10 – CIRCULATION 
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Chapter 10 
 

CIRCULATION 
 
The network of streets, alleys, sidewalks, trails, and railroads in Woodstock’s planning area represents a 
major investment of public and private resources. Its ongoing maintenance and improvement affects the 
quality of life and transaction of business in Woodstock.  This circulation network is vital to the proper 
functioning of City neighborhoods and the delivery of public and private services.  The quality of the 
network, i.e., ease of travel, lack of congestion, and levels of maintenance, are directly correlated to 
quality of life expectations. 
 
The circulation network is not without negative impacts on the community.  Missing sidewalks and other 
barriers to pedestrians provide an inhospitable environment.  Inconvenient public transit schedules require 
persons to make sacrifices in order to use the service and ultimately force riders to shift to alternative 
means of travel.  If our choice and 
method of travel is limited or restricted, 
our quality of life is diminished.   
 
Dependence on motor vehicles has 
required a large amount of land 
dedicated for streets and parking, and 
required for the exclusive use of motor 
vehicles.  Vehicle exhaust and road 
surface runoff due to vehicle use have 
contributed to the degradation of air and 
water re- sources.  This has shifted 
resources away from other modes of 
travel and skewed design decisions 
affecting our neighborhoods. 
     
 

Church and Clay Streets 
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The current impact of mobility on the City’s economy and the ability to easily transport goods to and 
from the City is essential to its ongoing economic development.  When mobility for transporting goods or 
for the workforce is limited to where the producer’s costs dictate the need for an alternative location, or 
the workforce begins to search for employment opportunities where mobility choices are more plentiful, 
Woodstock’s long-term economic well-being will experience a severe blow. 
 
Streets are endowed with two attributes: capacity and character.  Capacity is the number of vehicles 
which can move safely through a segment within a given time period and is physically manifested by the 
number of lanes, lane width, and traffic controls.  Character refers to the suitability of a street as a setting 
for pedestrian and bicyclist activities, and as a location for a variety of building types.  Character is 
physically manifested by the street’s associated buildings, frontage, landscape types, bikeways and 
sidewalks. 
 
Not all streets in Woodstock serve the same purpose and should not have the same design features.  The 
two primary considerations in the functional classification of streets is their level of access and the 
mobility they provide.  There is an inherent conflict between the need for a street to provide mobility 
while allowing for adequate access to adjoining land.  The degree of access control is a significant factor 
in defining functional classification.  Additionally, a street need not be at its optimum design to perform 
its classification functions, for example, a two-lane rural road can function as a primary arterial street.  
Streets in Woodstock are classified as follows: 
 

Arterial Streets. Arterial streets serve primary centers of activity in the City and are the 
highest traffic volume corridors.  They display intercity continuity and regional importance, and 
provide reasonably continuous travel routes through the City.  Generally, arterial streets provide 
limited access to adjoining land uses.  They have the capacity to accommodate higher traffic 
volumes and are often under State or County jurisdiction.  On the Circulation Map, arterial 
streets include all or a part of the following: 

 
• Calhoun Street • Hobe Road • McHenry Ave. (IL Route 120) 
• Charles Road • Hughes Road • North Seminary Ave. (IL Route 

47) 
• Collins Road • IL Route 176 • Perkins Road 
• Country Club Road • Irving Ave. • Raffel Road 
• Dean Street • Kishwaukee Valley Road • South Street  
• Eastwood Drive (IL Route 47) • Lake Ave. • US Route 14 
• Franklinville Road • Lucas Road 
• Hartland Road • McConnell Road 

• Washington Street (IL Route 120) 

 
Collector Streets. Collector streets provide both access and traffic circulation among all land 
uses.  Collector streets differ from arterial streets in that they usually penetrate residential 
neighborhoods, distributing trips from the arterials streets to their ultimate destination, and 
providing access to adjoining land uses.  Collector streets are classified by the primary land use 
they serve in order to provide continuity between the Comprehensive Plan and the subdivision 
regulations.  For example, a collector street may be classified as Residential Collector Street, as 
a Commercial Collector Street, or as an Industrial Collector Street.  Collector streets include all 
or portions of the following streets: 
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• Banford Road • West Jackson Street • Raycraft Road 
• Clay Street • East Judd Street • Rose Farm Road 
• Davis Road • Kimball Ave. • St. Johns Road 
• Doty Road • Lamb Road • Steig Road 
• Gee Road • Lily Pond Road • Sunnyside Road 
• Greenwood Road • Pleasant Street • Ware Road 
• Hercules Road • Queen Anne Road • Wicker Street 

 
Central Business District Streets. A Central Business District (CBD) street is a unique 
thoroughfare which functions in an environment of diverse and concentrated land uses and 
performs multiple functions, such as providing pedestrian and vehicular access to adjacent 
property and parking and loading areas, and moving and distributing traffic to other streets in 
the circulation network.  CBD streets are generally characterized by slow moving traffic, high 
pedestrian traffic, and roadways close to area buildings.  CBD streets are located in 
Woodstock’s downtown area and include all or a portion of the following streets: 

 
• Benton Street • Jackson Street • Main Street 
• Calhoun Street • Jefferson Street • South Street 
• Cass Street • Johnson Street • Throop Street 
• Church Street • Judd Street • Van Buren Street 
• Dean Street • Madison Street • Washington Street 

 
Local Streets. Local streets are all those streets not in one of the aforesaid classifications.  
They primarily permit direct access to abutting land and provide connections to higher order 
facilities.  Local streets are typically low volume and under the jurisdiction of the City.  They 
are further classified in the City’s subdivision regulations by the primary land use they serve in 
order to provide continuity with the Comprehensive Plan, e.g., Residential Local Street, 
Commercial Local Street, and Industrial Local Street. 

 
Woodstock’s circulation network is similar to the hub and spokes of a wheel with the Woodstock Square 
being the center of a system that radiates outward in all directions.  Although the network is fairly 
continuous, the landscape and the Union Pacific Railroad act as limiting factors to the continuity and 
growth of the network.  The City functions as a large intersection with eight major access points.  It is 
essential that the City and the region deal with increasing traffic volumes and conflicting traffic 
movements.  There is no easy solution to improve traffic efficiency.  What the recommendations of this 
Comprehensive Plan reflect is the intention to maintain and improve levels of service.  Future 
development should not diminish current levels of service, but should provide roadway improvements 
that will maintain and enhance the levels of service on adjacent intersections and roadways. 
 
The Circulation Map (see Appendix E) is intended to show the full development of the circulation 
network in Woodstock.  The primary feature of the circulation map is the delineation of the thoroughfare 
network to support the land uses on the Land Use Map.  The Comprehensive Plan recognizes the right-of-
way as multi-modal, to be shared by pedestrians, bicyclists, motor vehicles, and public transit.  
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The circulation element of the Comprehensive Plan, along with Woodstock’s approved Transportation 
Plan February 2008, is about providing choices and options for mobility in the City.  It targets four modes 
of travel: motor vehicles, public transit, bicycles, and the pedestrian, and seeks to promote alternatives to 
automobile use by advocating: 
 

• a higher quality circulation network; 
• a more pedestrian and bicycle friendly environment; 
• the development of mixed-use projects and higher densities in appropriate locations 

throughout the City; and 
• a convenient public transit system. 

 
The intent behind this approach is five-fold: to reduce local motor vehicle trips; to provide mobility 
options for all including non-driving segments of the population; to facilitate public transit service; to 
conserve energy; and to decrease pollution from vehicle emissions and road-way runoff. 
 

GOAL 
 

Maximize the efficiency, pleasure, methods, and safety of travel in and through the City, while 
minimizing the negative environmental impacts of travel.  
 

MOTOR VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE OBJECTIVES 
 

• Provide motor vehicle traffic capacity in advance of need whenever possible. 
• Design housing, commercial services, and transportation infrastructure in order to encourage 

pedestrian activity. 
• Acknowledge and take into consideration the synergy between land use activities and decisions 

and the community’s transportation needs and requirements. 
• Improve the streetscape with visually appealing traffic signs and signals, building signs, street 

trees, streetlights, and other street furniture throughout the City. 
• Provide adequate off-street parking for residents, workers, and visitors. 

 
MOTOR VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

 
1. Aggressively work with IDOT and county, state, and federal agencies and elected officials to re-

design and improve IL Route 47. 
 
2. Encourage and promote multi-level parking facilities that will reduce horizontal land area devoted to 

parking. 
 
3. Use the Circulation Map and the Transportation Plan February 2008 as guides when preparing the 

City’s Capital Improvement Program. 
 
4. Utilize the transportation and roadway priorities set forth by the Woodstock Transportation 

Commission when scheduling street improvement projects and preparing the City’s Capital 
Improvement Program. 
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WOODSTOCK TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION 

TRANSPORTATION/ROADWAY PRIORITIES 
(FEBRUARY 1, 2006) 

 
5 – YEAR 
 

1. Route 47 Railroad Overpass Widening: Completion of feasibility study 
evaluating alternatives for widening of Route 47 at RR overpass, options 
for track locations, and identifying probable construction cost. 

2. Intersection and signalization at Route 47 and St. Johns Road. 
3. Widening of Illinois Route 47 from South Street to McConnell Road. 
4. Intersection improvements and widening at Route 47 and Irving/Judd. 

 
10 – YEAR 
 

1. Completion of widening of railroad overpass across Route 47 and widening 
of Route 47 from Lake Avenue to McConnell Road. 

2. Extension of Lakeshore Drive from US Route 14 to McConnell Road and 
intersection improvements at US Route 14 and Lakeshore Drive. 

3. Widening and intersection improvements at Route 47 and Route 120. 
4. Extension of Zimmerman Road from Country Club Road to Route 120, and 

widening and reconstruction of Zimmerman Road from Country Club Road 
to McConnell Road. 

 
15 – YEAR 
 

1. Intersection improvements and widening at Route 47 and Cobblestone 
Way. 

2. Widening of Route 47 from Cobblestone Way to the south. 
3. Intersection improvements and signalization at Route 47 and Greenwood 

Avenue. 
4. Construction of new street west of Illinois Route 47, from intersection of 

McConnell Road and Route 47 to intersection of South Street and 
Washburn. 

5. Widening and reconstruction of Lamb Road from Illinois Route 120 to 
Charles Road, to serve as a westerly bypass. 

 

 
5. In addition to the priorities set forth by the Transportation Commission and listed above, encourage 

and support the following improvements: 
• Extend Hercules Road to IL Route 47 east of Apple Creek Estates Subdivision. 
• Align Hughes Road and Franklinville Road. 
• Extend Ware Road west so that it will provide a connection to Lamb Road. 
• Extend Morraine Drive north to Kishwaukee Valley Road. 
• Extend Secor Road east to Steig Road. 
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6. Amend off-street parking requirements to encourage shared parking between adjoining land uses. 
 
7. Improve wayfinding techniques throughout the City to provide better access and alternate routes to 

points of interest and special events. 
 
8. Improve local truck route access in Woodstock and develop new through truck routes in order to 

reduce the negative impacts of both local and regional truck traffic.  
 
9. Make use of relevant traffic and parking management tools to reduce peak hour congestion, improve 

traffic movement, improve parking usage and availability, and to increase pedestrian and bicyclist 
safety. 

 
10. Establish a dialog with the County, adjacent communities and other governing bodies to develop 

interconnecting street systems and connections, and to work together for street improvements which 
will provide benefit to all communities. 

 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION OBJECTIVES 

 
• Support and facilitate convenient scheduling of public transportation opportunities. 
• Provide adequate parking and incentives for commuters to use public transportation in the City. 
• Maximize use of available regional public transportation opportunities through effective land use, 

design, and linkages. 
 

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
 

US Route 47 Railroad Overpass 
 
 

1. Explore ways to increase commuter train ridership to determine how service to Woodstock could be 
revised to increase ridership, in general, and use of the Woodstock commuter station in particular. 

 
2. Encourage transportation services and programs, such as para-transit, between residential sites for the 

elderly and major commercial/service areas. 
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3. Involve PACE and METRA in land use decisions to develop opportunities for public transportation 
features in new development. 

 
4. Apply PACE transit development design guidelines to new development and roadway improvements 

in order to facilitate bus service. 
 
5. Work with sponsoring organizations to establish tourist bus routes, bus parking areas, and remote 

visitor parking and bus shuttle systems. 
 
6. Monitor parking at the commuter rail station to respond to changes in parking demand. 

 
BICYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE OBJECTIVE 

 
• Provide for bicycle transportation via roadways, trails, and similar infrastructure. 

 
BICYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

 
1. Add bicycle lanes on both sides of arterial streets when they are improved. 
 
2. Include bicycle design standards as elements of new street improvements. 
 
3. Connect City parks and community facilities, such as Centegra Memorial Medical Center, Woodstock 

High School and Woodstock North High School, the Woodstock Public Library, the McHenry 
County Government Center, McHenry County College, Emricson Park, Bates Park, and Woodstock 
Square, with bicycle paths. 

 
4. Connect and extend bicycle paths and bikeways to the major employment centers and attractions in 

the City and to regional trail systems. 
 
5. Develop a wayfinding program for bicycle trails in the City and support the development of regional 

bicycle paths and trails in the Woodstock planning area. 
 
6. Require bicycle amenities, such as storage lockers, parking racks, and dedicated parking areas, at 

park, civic, commercial and industrial sites, train stations and transit stops, and at similar locations 
throughout the City.  

 
7. Encourage bicycle path and bikeway improvement projects during the preparation of future capital 

improvement programs. 
 

PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE OBJECTIVES 
 

• Provide a continuous network of accessible sidewalks throughout the City on both sides of 
existing streets when they are improved. 

• Include sidewalk and pedestrian trail design standards as elements of new street improvements. 
• Provide for improved pedestrian movement across arterial streets. 
• Improve the pedestrian environment with the use of effective and visually appealing signs, street 

trees, and street furniture throughout the City. 
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• Encourage commercial and industrial property owners to make pedestrian connections to adjacent 

streets and trails. 
 

PEDESTRIAN INFRASTRUCTURE IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 
 
1. Construct sidewalks where there are none with priority given to locations that are within four blocks 

of schools, parks, and public facilities. 
 
2. Provide sidewalk ramps that step down on all streets with priority given to the busiest streets and 

locations that are within four blocks of schools, parks, and public facilities. 
 
3. Require new development to demonstrate how it will benefit pedestrian, bicycle and vehicular 

circulation in existing and proposed neighborhoods. 
 
4. Require development to have pedestrian amenities, including benches, street furniture, and 

landscaping. 
 
5. Require developers of employment centers and commercial buildings to provide pedestrian amenities, 

including benches, shade trees, and sidewalks. 
 
6. Include crosswalks and activated controls in the thoroughfare network improvements and provide 

activated signals for pedestrian crossings across arterial streets.   
 
7. Plan for eventual construction of special pedestrian crossing facilities at high hazard locations 

including, but not limited to, overpasses and underpasses. 
 
8. Apply traffic calming techniques where justified to make streets more pedestrian and bicycle friendly. 
 

CIRCULATION NETWORK OBJECTIVE 
 

• Provide a hierarchical network of interconnected streets, paths, and trails to provide multiple 
choices of travel and routes of travel in Woodstock.   

 
CIRCULATION NETWORK IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES 

 
1. Require buffering for residential properties that abut arterial streets. 
  
2. Support neighborhood-scaled streets with high levels of connectivity and short blocks, and enhance 

the City’s current street network by establishing efficient street connectors. 
 
3. Discourage unnecessary use of cul-de-sacs and dead end streets. 
 
4. Encourage the location of parking areas behind or to the side of buildings. 
  
5. Develop street design standards that are consistent with the character and function of streets in 

Woodstock. 
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6. Plant street trees, or other vegetation, at regular intervals along all streets to provide shade, reduce 
storm water run-off, provide pedestrian scale, and increase the pleasure of traveling down City streets. 

 
7. Establish landscape strips with native plantings along gateway corridors into Woodstock. 
 
8. Support the sharing or combining of driveways to reduce curb cuts along thoroughfares. 
 
9. Encourage employers to consider measures that will minimize or decrease peak traffic congestion 

impacts.  
 
10. Require that motor vehicle maneuvering for loading and unloading activity be performed entirely on 

the property being served when the access is from a “collector” or “arterial” street. 
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EXHIBIT THREE 
 

SIDEWALK PRIORITIES FOR  
 

SCHOOLS and PARKS 
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EXHIBIT FOUR 
 

PACE BUS ROUTES 
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